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The Attempt for Answering the Questions of Reality
A Study in ‘Abd al-Muhsin Taha Badr’s Criticism

<Abd al-Muhsin Taha Badr (1932-1990) is an Egyptian literary eritic and historian. Al-
though he was an academic critic, he paid great attention in his critical studies to the simple
(but deep) questions raised by the ordinary readers, questions about the nature of the rela-
tionship between reality and literature, or questions aboui the functions of literature in our
society. There are three dominant critical terms in the deferent periods of Badr’s criticism:
evolution, reality, and vision. Since they are not separated terms in the course of his critical
theory, I tried in my paper to shed some light on the reciprocal and complicated relation be-
tween them.

Evolution has appeared as a iitle for some of his early and important studies: The Evolu-
tion and Renewing of Modern Arabic Poetry, 1957 (al-Tatawwur wa al-Tajdid f1 al-Shi‘r al-
<Arabi al-Hadith), The Evolution of Modern Arabic Novel, 1963 (Tatawwur al-Riwdya al-
“Arabiyya al-Haditha), and his surveying essay, The movements of Renewing and Revolution
in Modern Arabic Literature, 1978 {(Harakat al-Tajdid wa al-Tatawwur fi al->Adab al-
“Arabi al-Hadith). Reality was the most important (but most elusive) among his main three
terms. The term is, no doubt, connected to the social realism movement and the national
trend of Waser that dominated during the 1950s and 1960s. But Badr used the term in a def-
erent way to serve his social/expressive critical method. Thus, Badr’s special understand-
ing of the term reality led him to the third term vision. Literature, in Badr’s view, is
“an expression with words of human, authentic, and deep experience.” But soon this
“experience” became the “sense” of the artist towards, and then it changed to be the
artist’s “vision” of his reality, the term Badr tried to explain in the introduction of his
book, The Novelist and the Land (al-Riw@ wa al-Ard).

The key point in Bade’s criticism was his attempts to answer the following ques-

sbe o alall amalsr /s LS Ly db el a6 S5 G il 3l gdar 35,50 odas (1)
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* Kairy Douma, visiting professor at Osaka University of Foreign Studies, and lecturer at
Cairo University.
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tion: why couldn’t the modern Arab intellectuals see the real problems of their reality?
His answer was: because they didn’t answer the questions of their own reality. They
have adopted, instead, the questions and answers of another reality: first, they adopted
that of the ancient Arab reality, and then they adopted that of the European realities.
As long as they adopt, consciously or unconsciously, the others’ vision, they will ne-
glect their own vision and try to impose the other’s vision on their own citizens.
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