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The Subcategory of maf<iil in Arabic Grammatical Tradition 
- Ibn as-Sarrag' s Classification and the later Transition -

The term maf'iil in Arabic grammatical tradition is normally taken to denote the 
semantic category "patient" or the syntactic category "object" . However, it can be 
noted that when the term is used by itself, it occasionally means any of the five types 
of objects; maf'ul mut laq "absolute object" (lit. the accusative which is denoted by 
the word maf'iil only, without adding a restrictive phrase which is a combination of a 
preposition + genitive), maf'ul bi-hi "direct object" (lit. that to which the act is done), 
maf'ul fi -hi "locative object" (lit. that in which the act occurs), maf'iil la-hu "reason 
object" (lit. that on account of which the act is done), maf'ul ma'a-hu "accompaniment 
object" (lit. that with whom the act is done) . 

Ibn as-Sarrag' s major 10th century work, Kitab al-' Usu!, which was considered by 

later philologists to be the turning point in the Arabic grammatical tradition, is one of the 
oldest grammatical works that demonstrate these five objects, using obvious terminologies 
and distinguishing between the object and the "pseudo" -object (musabbah bi-maf'ul) . 
One may say that the greatest value of his treatise is the classification of each grammatical 
category based on the principles of comprehensive divisions and the arrangement of 
the chapters according to this cJassification. 

The aim of this paper is to examine how the classification by Ibn as-Sarrag concerning 
the object and pseudo-object has been accepted by Arab grammarians such as az-Zaggagi, 
Ibn Ginni and al-Gurgani. In addition, it can be pointed out that there was relatively 
little reconsideration of this classification as well as the use of terminologies, at least 
after the 13th century;this is particularly the case in al-'Astarabadi's Sarh al-Kafiya, 
Ibn Malik's al-'Aljiyya and his successors' treatises. 
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