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The Ideology of the Muslim Brothers at 
the Fifth General Conference 

The Society of the Muslim Brothers (Ikhwiin al-Muslimin) in Egypt is famous as 

the mother organization of all contemporary Islamist movements. In this paper, I have 
attempted to investigate the ideology of the Muslim Brothers at the close of the 1930' s. 

In January 1939, the Fifth General Conference of the Muslim Brothers was held in 

Cairo. In his important speech to this Conference, Basan al-Banna' defined clearly the 

ideology of this Society. 
The Society's ideology is distinguished by the following characteristics. Islam is a 

comprehensive system that treats the affaires of this and next world. By working in all 
spheres of life, Islam would come to provide a total solution for the problems of all 
Islamic society. The Society's fundamental conviction is that Islam does not accept a 

separation of religion and politics . 
. To al-Banna', loyalty to the Egyptian nation ( watan) was always viewed as a stage 

in the realization of higher goals rather than as an end itself. The Egyptian homeland 

was part of a larger Arab nation and was a unit in the greater Islamic umma. 
Constitutional rule was in harmony with the shari'a according to al-Banna'. But, he 

made a explicit reservation by insisting that the Egyptian constitutional regime should 

function without a multi-party system. 
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