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Tille In.fectfo ira of Em.igwatfon 
S eason of Migration to the North anull the iP'ost-Cofonn iaR Theoiry 

The paper deals with the link between one of the most famous Arabic novels, 
namely season of migration to the north by the Sudanese writer al-Tayyib Salil); and the 
Post-colonial theory, which is formulated by some of the third world intellectuals who 
immigrated to the west/north. Edward Said, the Palestinian Critic and thinker, was the 
first one who paid attention to the manipulating policies by which the Western empires 
were able to study and control the Oriental societies through what became known as 
"Orienta/ism". The post-colonial studies spread gradually to develop the thoughts raised 
by Said in Orienta/ism. 

The term "post"-colonialism itself refers to its problematic meanings. It suggests 
that the colonialism had disappeared, which is not true. It suggests also that the modern 
social and cultural history of the third world determined by the western colonialization: 
(pre- and post-), which is the European point of view. Paradoxically, most of the post­
colonial theorists based their theory on criticizing the phenomena of Eurocenterism. 
They came from the third world to the western academies and used the Marxist ap­
proaches to analyze the complicated connections between knowledge and the European 
colonial powers. 

Season of Migration to the North is a novel tells of Mu~tafa Sa'Id, the Sudanese 
intellectual who emigrated, like all the post-colonial intellectuals, from a former colonized 
society to the center of the British Empire. He tried to invade this empire using his own 
powers. It is not just a novel. It is also an earlier and pioneer post-colonial study. 
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* Kairy Douma, visiting professor at Osaka University of Foreign Studies, and lecturer at Cairo 
University. 
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