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The Relationship between Time and Topics in Pre-Islamic Poetry 

We can find a clear relationship between time and topics in Pre-Islamic Arabic poetry, 

where the tenses are at times related to the narrative parts of the poem, and at other times re-

lated to the topics of the poetry such as praise and satire. The aim of this research is to give an 

explanation of this relationship using a stylistic approach. 

The research consists of two parts. The first part deals with the relationship between time 

and topis in three sections. Section 1 discusses topics using the simple past tense: "he did". 

Section 2 discusses topics using the renewed (or habitual) present tense: "he (usually) does". 

Section 3 discusses topics using the simple future tense 

The second part of the research analyzes the effect of the correlation between the topic and 

time on the basis of the understanding of the tense formulas. This part proves that the relation-

ship between time and topics is so strong that the topics can control the tenses, which can ex-

press the time suitable for the topics, regardless of their morphological forms, 

Section 1 of the second part discusses the simple past tense: "he did", which expresses the 

renewed past tense. Section 2 discusses the present tense: "he does", which means the renewed 

past tense: "he used to do". Section 3 explains how the morphological, grammatical and con-

textual clues cooperate in determining the meaning of the tense formula. 
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