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Denshway in Modern Egyptian literature

1906 is an important year in modern Egyptian history. In early summer, some British of-
ficers went to hunt some birds and the trip ended in a catastrophic when an officer passed away.
The British accused peasants claiming that they killed the officer, while Egyptians claimed that
he was killed by the heat of the sun. The British seeked revenge for the case which was known
as “the denshway case”. There was a lot of debate about what happened, its reasons and results.

Among several responses, writers directly dealt with the catastrophy in the same year. The
influence of the event continued after that for at least half century later. Some famous writers
produced literary pieces that are still known until present day. There were quick responses to
the Denshway case from poets like Hafez Ebrahim, Ahmad Shawqy, and novelist Mahmoud
Taher Haqqi. Then, later came the famous poet, Salah Abdel Sabour in the middle of the century
who wrote from a new point of view.

In this paper, I try to examine the relation between history and literature to figure out some
points: (1) How does literature deal with history? (2) What kind of difference exists between the
two of them? (3) Is there a difference between different genres in representing history? (4) Can
we find some help from such case to understand the differences between the literary schools?
The paper tries to benefit from theoretical efforts of both Mehrez and Douma in reviewing the
possibilities of viewing the historical literary relations then analyse the texts to see what they
mentioned and the differences in dealing with history in the texts.
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* Abdel Rahman Elsharqawy. Assistant Professor at the Department of Arabic Language and Literature,
Faculty of Arts, Cairo University. Specially Appointed Associate Professor at the Garaduate School of
Language and Culture, Osaka University.
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The Earl of Cromer: Modern Egypt. Vol.2. London. Mcmilan and Co. 1908.
Samia Mehrez: Egyptian Writers between History and Fiction. Cairo. The American University in
Cairo Press. 1994.
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