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Arabic Language Instruction and Learners

in Japanese High Schools and Universities

The purpose of this study is to examine the current conditions and distribution of Arabic
instruction in Japan. Recently, a number of incidents related to Arab-Islamic regions have
occurred, which have caught the attention of people around the world. Situations in the
homelands of many Arabic speakers are changing momentously. Given these emerging
circumstances, a comprehensive picture of the current state of Arabic instruction in Japan is
required.

There are a small number of prior studies on universities that offer Arabic courses and
their students. The results of this study indicate that Arabic instruction in Japan has been
conducted chiefly within the sphere of higher education, although there are three high schools
that offer Arabic courses. The number of universities that offered Arabic language courses in
the 2014 academic year was 48 out of approximately 780 universities. All of these 48 offered
Arabic as elective courses, and only two had an Arabic specialization program. Over the past
decade, the number of universities has not changed much, but the number of Arabic courses
offered in them has doubled. However, in about eighty percent of these courses, the students
meet once per week for 90 minutes and for 15 weeks overall. The estimated number of students
who took Arabic courses in the 2014 academic year was approximately 3700. The geographic
distribution of the universities offering Arabic is inclined toward metropolitan areas, such as
Tokyo. These results, taken in the context of the current global situation, indicate that Arabic
instruction in Japan should be improved, both in quality and quantity. Also, further studies
should be designed to observe developments, and to more fully investigate the merits and
demerits relating to Arabic instruction in Japan. Comparisons with the state of Arabic
instruction in other countries is suggested as a means of assessment and for making
improvements.
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