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The Killing City: The Image of Rural Migrants
to Cairo in the Mid 20th Century Between Two Generations

This study investigates the image of Cairo in writings about the newly rural migrating
Egyptian citizens in the middle of the 20th century. Living in main cities—especially Cai-
ro—was thought to be a necessity. Rising rural writers decided to move to the main city to find
opportunities to work, publish and acquire fame. For them, like for every rural person, Cairo
seemed impressive. At the same time, they got the impression that the city had no mercy on
migrants as it looked to them like a killing city, where no one cares about their death in the
street.

The study will investigate this double-sided image of Cairo in the writings of different
writers’ works of the same period. It will apply the study within different literary forms: novel,
short story and poetry. It will also investigate the works of migrants from different geographical
parts of the country as well as literary works written by authors who were originally from the
city.
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* Abdel Rahman Tareq Elsharqawy. Assistant Professor at the Department of Arabic Language and Lit-
erature, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University. Specially Appointed Associate Professor at the Garaduate
School of Language and Culture, Osaka University.
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