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From the Italian Fontamara to the Egyptian Al-Ard
The story of Peasant and Authority

This study aims at examining the relation between the Italian novel Fontamara and the Egyp-
tian one AL-ARD which was once mentioned by Abbas Al-Tonsi in the 1980s. Both novels nar-
rate the story of a village oppressed by the authorities for long time, and they change to repel.
They both have many similar motives as well as clear differences in many points. It is possible
to understand the differences based on the time and the method of publishing. Understanding the
similarities, on the other hand, requires more effort to see if it is possible to count on the similar
circumstances or we should examine the possibility of influence.

The current study tries to discuss the possible influence through studying the early publica-
tions of Fontamara and its translations to several languages, including Arabic, then looking into
the Arabic translations, their history and the possibility of being read by Al-Sharkawy before
writing his novel. After that, comes the presentation of both novels and the comparison.

This study lies inside the boundary of comparative literature and it adopts the general prin-

ciples of the historical approach and it pays special attention to the role of translation.
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* Abdel Rahman Tareq Elsharqawy. Assistant Professor at the Department of Arabic Language and Liter-
ature, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University. Specially Appointed Associate Professor at the Garaduate
School of Language and Culture, Osaka University.
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