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Translation of Qandil Umm Hashim
A Reading from the View-point of Translation Theories

This study is devoted to identify the points which may cause difficulty when translating the
text of QANDIL UMM HASHIM, an Egyptian novel written around the middle of the 20th
century. In addition to its literary nature, this novel adopts a multi-level presence of Arabic in
one text. Its special world includes a local area in the city of Cairo that has a mixtures of people
and full of different forms of juxtaposition, with one strong belief in one Saint. This place goes
in opposition and paradox to the space of Europe which is mentioned in long flash-backs in the
novel.

The study starts from suggesting the points of difficulty and categorizing them in: levels of
language; special usage of language; cultural background and literary style, the study moves to
check how two different translators were able to deal with these points. The study examined the
translations of M.M. Badawy - Egyptian, mother tongue is Arabic - and Denys-Johnson Davis -
British and his mother language is English. Based on this fact, it was presupposed that the
Egyptian translator would be with higher ability to understand the source text, and the British
one would be more talented in expressing in the target language. This was a point of examination
that proved truthfulness in its second part and it proved to be false in the first part. Among the
results of the study, a conflict of interests was marked in the work of Davis related to his choices

in vocabulary which needs to be more examined in his other work.
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* Abdel Rahman Tareq Elsharqawy. Assistant Professor at the Department of Arabic Language
and Literature, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University. Specially Appointed Associate Professor at
the Garaduate School of Language and Culture, Osaka University.
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present moment.
Previously he had been
looking outside himself
for something to cling to,
to lean on: his religion and
his faith, his upbringing
and his roots, which for
him were like a hook on
which to hang his
expensive overcoat. But
she would say to him, “he
who resorts to a hook will
remain his whole life a
prisoner alongside it,
guarding his overcoat.
Your hook must be inside
yourself.” The thing she
most feared were fitters,
while the thing he most
feared was freedom. The
fact she gave herself to
him was, at the start, a
source of bewilderment to
him, and his bewilderment
became a butt for her

sarcasm. {p.65}

moment instead of the future.
In the past he always looked
for something outside
himself to lean against,
something like religion and
tradition, a peg on which to
hang his precious coat. But
she used to tell him that
whoever resorted to a peg,
would remain all his life a
slave to that peg, setting next
to it to keep an eye on his
coat. She insisted that one’s
peg should be inside oneself.
What she feared most was
fetters, while he was most
afraid of freedom. In the
beginning he was bewildered
that she could give herself to
him, while she used to laugh
ironically at his
bewilderment. {p.19}
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