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Historiographical Writings on 19th Century Translation. 

Translation has played a key role, or roles, during the 19'" century in the Arab World. Trans-

lation was the medium of communication between European experts and inst「uctorsand Egyptian 

students. It was also a direct source to get modern knowledge and ideas for modernization by 

making European books understood for Egyptians. We can find a third role which was indirect: 

Translation made it possible to raise doubts about the Basic purpose for translation stated by 

Mohammed Ali and expressed by AI-Tahtawi. For them, translation was targeting The concrete, 

materialistic and practical part of the European civilization. On the contrary, books about history 

and society as well as literary texts were translated into Arabic in the last three decades and 

became influential in modern Arabic culture. Translation in the 19'" century is a key witness of 

the changes in the century and it led to new organizational institutions such as establishing 

schools and administrative departments in the Egyptian governments. 

This all requires a study in the history of translation in the mentioned period with special 

focus on the voggy areas which need special study in the future. This paper aims at rebuilding 

the image of I 9'11-century translation through three important attempts in writing its history. The 

focus here will be given to books that were totally devoted to studying the history of translation 

in the 19'11 century, leaving the shorter attamepts and partial ones to a future study. 
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