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Categorization of Arabic Ēpialos: A Case Study on Dioscorides’ De materia 
medica and Galen’s De differentiis febrium 

 
This paper aims to categorize Arabic transcriptions of Ancient Ēpialos (Gr. ἠπίαλος) in 

Dioscorides’ De materia medica (Ar. Kitāb al-ḥashā’ish) and Galen’s De differentiis febrium 
(Ar. Kitāb aṣnāf al-ḥummayāt). The disease was described as a phlegmy characterized by hav-
ing simultaneous heat and rigor. Ḥunayn ibn Isḥāq, the translator of both works, rendered this 
Greek medical term and chose to transliterate it, bringing out a variety of transcriptions. This 
study classified the two transcriptions into two criteria: the transcription of π and that of 
inflection. Thus, this study offers a chart where the transcriptions of Epialos are divided into 
nine groups. This classification throws a doubt on the previous lemma of De differentiis febrium 
and suggests the possibility of a manuscript where the writing style of Ēpialos differs from the 
one surviving. 

 
 

 

 

 

Max Wellmann (ed.). De materia medica. 3 vols. Berolini: 

Weidmann, 1906 1914 2 11

II, [11]  

C. G. Kühn (ed.). Claudii Galeni Opera omnia, 22 vols. 

Lipsiae: Cnoblochii, 1821–1833  K 5 11

= V 11K  

Kitāb al-ḥāwī fī al-ṭibb. 20 vols. Ḥyderabad al-Dakkan: 

Maṭbaʻa Majris Dāʾira al-Ma‘ālif al-‘Uthmānīya, 1955–1967

6 176

VI:176  

 

 
 2021 3 31  
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folio r/v  

 

 

 

 
 

ca.  
d  
s. p. sine punctus 
u. v. ut videtur 
 

 

5
1 122–216/7

De materia medica 2

 
8

3

Abū Bakr Muḥammad ibn 
Zakariyā’ al-Rāzī, ca. 854–925/935 4 Abū ‘Alī al-Ḥusayn ibn ‘Abd 
Allāh ibn Sīnā, 980–1037 5

Kitāb al-ḥāwī Qānūn fī al-ṭibb
6 

 
1 Nutton, Ancient Medicine, 226–227; L. Edelstein and V. Nutton, ‘Galen,’ OCD, 621. 
2 Gr. Περὶ ὕλης ἰατρικῆς. 
3 

Cf. Browne, Islamic Medicine, 2. 
4 Cf. L. E. Goodman, ‘al-Rāzī,’ EI2, Vol. 8, 474–477. 
5 Cf. A.-M. Goichon, ‘Ibn Sīnā,’ EI2, Vol. 3, 941–947; Gutas, Avicenna and the Aristotlian Tradition.  
6 

Dols. Medieval Islamic Medicine, 3–9
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7

1. 2. loan 
translation/calque 3. transliteration

 
source language target language

μέλι ‘asal
 

Vinay and Darbelnet
8

ἀλωπεκία ἀλώπηξ
dā’ al-tha‘lab

9  

10

μήκων mīqūn  

e ī  

11 Pormann and 
Savage-Smith

12  

 
Pormann and Savage-Smith, Medieval Islamic Medicine, Cap. 1 (esp. 9–29)  

7 Pormann and Savage-Smith, Medieval Islamic Medicine, 31. 
8 Vinay and Darbelnet, Comparative Stylistics, 32. 
9 Pormann and Savage-Smith, Medieval Islamic Medicine, 31. 
10 182  
11 φρενῖτις فرنيطيس 

fā’ qāf قرنيطيس 
nūn ـنـ ـــ ـ ـ ـ ــ tā’ ـ ـــت ـــ thā’ ـ ـــ ـثـ ـ ـ ــ bā’ ـ ـــ ـ ـبـ ـ ـ ــ yā’ ـ ـــ ـيـ ـ ــ ـ Pormann and Savage-Smith, 

Medieval Islamic Medicine, 32  
12 Pormann and Savage-Smith, Medieval Islamic Medicine, 32. 
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Dubler and Terés
13

 
ἠπίαλος

 

Kitāb al-ḥashā’ish
Kitāb aṣnāf al-ḥummayāt

 
2 1

2
 

Wellmann
Kühn

la Biblioteca de El Escorial Majlis
 

 

 

Dubler and Terés  

Dubler, C. E. and Terés, E. La versión árabe de la ‘Materia Médica’ de Dioscórides 

(texto, variantes e indices). Serie: La ‘Materia médica’ de Dioscórides, Transmisión 

medieval y renacentista). Vol. II. Tetuán y Barcelona, 1952—1957. 

 
14 

 M = Madrid, Biblioteca Nacional de Madrid, MSS/5006, before 1210?. 

 P = Paris, Bibliothèque nationale de France, MS arabe 2849, 1219. 

 
 

 
13 Dubler and Terés, La ‘Materia Medica’, Vol. II, XXVII. 
14 Dubler M P San Lorenzo, la Biblioteca de El Escorial, Ms. 

845 (Cf. Renaud, Les Manuscrits arabe, 53)  
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15 

de Stefani  

de Stefani, C. Kitāb aṣnāf al-ḥummayāt; De differentiis febrium libri duo arabice 

conversi. Edited by. Pisa: Fabrizio Serra Editore, 2011. 

 

 

 L = London, British Library, Or. 6670, 3, (1184). 

 S1 = San Lorenzo, la Biblioteca de El Escorial, arab 797, 1 (March 1217). 

 S2 = San Lorenzo, la Biblioteca de El Escorial, arab 849, 3 (1296). 

 S3 = San Lorenzo, la Biblioteca de El Escorial, arab 860 (n.d.). 

 Mj = Teheran, Majlis 6410. 

 
1.  

1.1.

16

De epidemiae

17

18

19  
De crisibus 20

De diebus decretoriis 21

22

 
15 Wernhard 5 Teheran Majlis 3999, pp. 486 - 514; 522 – 556 N

Wernhard, Über die Arten der Fieber, XIX–XXII  
16 Sajadi et al., “Akhawaynī,” 976. 
17 Hippocrates, De epidemiae, 670–674. 
18 129–130  
19 Hippocrates, De superfoetatione, 506; Hippocrates, De aere aquis, locis, 18. 
20 Ar. K. al-buḥrān. Cf. Ullmann, Medizin, 43. 
21 Ar. K. ayyām al-buḥrān. Cf. Ullmann, Medizin, 43. 
22  
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23

24  
Gr. πυρετὸς ἀμφημερινός / Ar. ḥummā yawm
 

 
G1

25 
 

G2-1

 
 

G2-2 26

27 
 

G3

28 
 

 

ὑοσκύαμος
3 4 29

 
23 Bynum and Nutton, Theory of Fever, vii–ix.  
24 129–130; Siegel, Galen’s System, 273. Cf. Galen, De medendi, XI 17K. 
25 Galen, De Differentiis febrium, VII 309K. «ἐπὶ δὲ τοῖς εἰρημένοις γνωρίμασι τῶν προκειμένον πυρετῶν 

ἐστὶ καὶ τὸ κατὰ τὴν ἀκμὴν τοῦ παροξυσμοῦ προδείξαί τι σύμπτωμα καυσῶδους πυρετοῦ. καὶ μέντοι γε 
καὶ τὰ τῶν ἠπιάλων ...» 

26 Gr. Ἀρχιγένης Gr. Ἀπάμεια
r. 98–117

Cf. Ullmann, Medizin, 69–70; GAS, vol. 3, 61–63; Ross and Nutton. ‘Archigenes,’ OCD, 
145. 

27  Galen, De differentiis febrium, VII 347K. «Τούτου τοῦ γένους ἐστὶ καὶ ἠπίαλος πυρετὸς ἰδίως 
ὀνομαζόμενος, ὅταν ἅμα πυρέττουσί τε καὶ ῥιγοῦσι, καὶ ἀμφοτέρων αἰσθάνονται κατὰ τὸν αὐτὸν 
χρόνον, ἐν ἅπαντι μορίῳ τοῦ σώματος. »  

28 Galen, De inaequali intemperie, VII 751K. «σύνθετος δ’ ἐκ ταύτης ἐστὶ τῆς δυσκρασίας καὶ προσέτι τῆς 
τῶν πυρεττόντων ὁ ἠπίαλος. οὕτω δ’ ὀνομάζω τὸν πυρετὸν ἐκεῖνον, ᾧ διὰ παντὸς ἄμφω συμβέβηκεν· ᾧ 
δὲ ἡγεῖται μὲν ῥῖγος, ἕπεται δ’ ὁ πυρετὸς, ...» 

29 De materia medica, IV, [68]. «τρία δὲ ἤ τέσσαρα ποθέντα σὺν οἴνῳ ἠπιάλους πυρετοὺς θεραπεύει.» 
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30

31

 

1.2.

Ḥunayn ibn Isḥāq al-‘Ibādī, d. 873
Iṣṭifan

32

33

Kitāb aṣnāf al-ḥummayāt  

Ḥ2-1 G2-1
 

 

Ḥ1

34 

 

Ḥ2-1

 

 

Ḥ2-2 arkhījānus

35 

 

 
30 Gr. σὲσελι; Tordylium officinale. 
31 De materia medica, III, [53]. 
32 Sadek, Arabic Materia 

Medica, 7–8 Sadek, Arabic Materia Medica, Chap. II  
33 Cf. Bergsträsser, Ḥunain ibn Isḥāq; Bergsträsser, Neue Materielen. 
34 de Stefani, De differentiis, 53. (i. e. Galen, De differentiis febrium, VII 309K). 
35 de Stefani, De differentiis, 75. (i. e. Galen, De differentiis febrium, VII :347K). 
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Ḥ3

al-ṣālib

36 

 

37

38  

8
39

16
40 41

R1
Ḥ2-1  

 
R1

42 
 

R2 43

44 
 

 
36 de Stefani, De differentiis, 76. (i. e. Galen, De differentiis febrium, VII :349K). 
37 Dubler and Terés, La ‘Materia Medica’, Vol. II, 335. “idhā shuriba min-hu miqdār thalāth waraqāt aw 

arba‘a [sic.] bi al-shirāb abr’a al-ḥumā al-latī yuqālu la-hu ibiyālus wa hiya ḥumā ya‘raḍu fī-hā bard wa 
ḥarr ma‘an.” 

38 Dubler and Terés, La ‘Materia Medica’, Vol. II, 265. 
39 Kahl, Sanskrit Syriac and Persian, 62. 
40 Yūsuf al-Qass al-Sāhir (ca. 10c). Cf. GAS, vol. 3, 268–269; Ullmann, Medizin, 124. 
41 Abū Zakariyā’ Yūḥannā (or Yaḥyā) ibn Māsawayh (777–857). Cf. J. -C. Vadet., ‘Ibn Māsawayh.’ EI2, 

vol. 3, 872– 873; GAS, vol. 3, 231–236; Ullmann, Medizin, 112–115. 
42 al-ḥāwī., XVI:134. 
43 Kitāb al-‘ilal wa al-a‘rāḍ

De morborum differentiis De caussis mor-
borum De symptomatum differentiis 1

De symptomatum caussis 3 6 Cf. Ullmann, Medizin, 42; GAS, vol. 3, 89–90. 
44 al-ḥāwī, XVI:151. 

―  76  ―



 

69 

 
4

 
 

45 
 

 
 
2.  

2.1.  

 

1 Dubler and Terés

ια
ου οι

 

η ا  اي ـ ــ ى 
ا  ـي ـ

υ 4 3 2
9  

 
 
 

 
45 [Rome], 23; [Baghdad], Vol. 3, 43; [Latin], Liber IIII, Fen I, Tractatus II, Cap. 49. 
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1  

 

 
   

α  ا  ا  ا  اا 
ε  ا  ا  ا  اا 
η  ا  ى  ـي ـ  ا  اي ـــ

ι  ا  ى  ـي ـ ايـ ـــ

ο  ا او   و  و  و 

υ  ا او  اي ـــ ى  ـي ـ  و  يو   و 

ω ا    و  و  او 

ια  � 
οι  ا, او, و, ي, وي 
ου  ـــو 

Dubler and Terés, La ‘Materia Medica’, II: XLVII–XLVIII, LI–LII  

 
π λ ς

2
π bā’ fā’

λ lām

sīn
Dubler and Terés zayn ṣād

46 

47 4
θεραπεύει

ἠπιάλους 1 لوس 
لس  48  

 
 
 
 

 
46 Dubler and Terés, La ‘Materia Medica’, Vol. II, XXXIV–XXXV. 
47 Dubler and Terés, La ‘Materia Medica’, Vol. II, XXVIII. 
48 Cf. Dioscorides, De materia medica, IV, [68]; «τρία ἤ τέσσαρα ποθέντα σύν οἴνῳ ἠπιάλους πυρετοὺς 

θεραπεύει.» 
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2  

 

 
   

λ  ل 
π  ــــب/  ـــــف ـــفـ ـــ ـ ــــ/ ـ ــبـ ـ ـ ـ ـــ ـ ــــ/ فـ  بـ
σ/ς  سـ/شـ/ص ــ ـســ/ ـشـ/ (ـز)  ـس/ ـش/ ـص 

Dubler and Terés, La ‘Materia Medica’, II: XXXIV–XXXV  

 

3 53 4 68
 

Dubler and Terés ايقيالس 
49 M

ايفيَالِس  π fā’
1

shakl
yā’ lām

1 50

 
 

1 M III, [53]  

 
al-maqālat, Madrid, Biblioteca nacional de España (Biblioteca digital Hispánica): MSS 

5006, f. 67r

yā’  

 
49 Dubler and Terés, La ‘Materia Medica’, Vol. II, 265. 
50 Madrid 5006, f. 67r.  
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P انفيالس 

2 51 alif fā’ nūn
ν

ν nūn
yā’ nūn

 
 

2 P III, [53]  

 
Le Traité, Paris, Bibliothèque Nationale de France, MS arabe 2849, f. 65v

 
 

Dubler and Terés

يبيالس  alif
1

η  
M اىىىالس  isāls

3 52 π
sīn

yā’ bā’ yā’ sīn
 

 
 
 
 

 
51 Paris 2849, f. 65v. 
52 Madrid 5006, f. 91r. 
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3 M IV, [68]  

 

 al-maqālat, Madrid, Biblioteca nacional de España (Biblioteca digital Hispánic

a): MSS 5006, f. 91r اىىىالس 
sīn s

اسود   

 
P

4 53

alif nūn
yā’ alif lām sīn nūn yā’

tā’
tā’

انىيالس 

4 P IV, [68]

Le Traité, Paris, Bibliothèque Nationale de France, MS arabe 2849, f. 89r

 

 
53 Paris 2849, f. 89r. 

―  81  ―



 19  (2021)    Journal of Arabic and Islamic Studies, vol. 19 (2021) 

 

2 3  

3 M P Dubler and Terés

ια λ ς
yā’ alif lām sīn

η η alif
alif yā’ P yā’ nūn

 
π

π fā’ bā’

 
 

3  

  

 
 

M * P  Dubler and Terés  

III: [53]  ايقيالس  انفيالس  ايفيَالِس 
IV: [68] 

 اىىىالس 
(s. p.) 

 انىيالس 
(ut vid.)  يبيالس 

 

 

2.2.  

Wernhard β
L Majlis 2 54

S γ δ
L 55  

de Stefani ايبيالس  

L
1 Majris 1 2

 

 
54 E F G de Stefani S1 S2 S3  
55 Wernhard, Über die Arten der Fieber, XL. 
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4

 

Ḥ1 L
Mj S3 ايبيالس 

S1 S2 ايقياليس  lām sīn yā‘
 

 
5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wernhard, Über die Arten der Fieber, XL

Majlis Mj  
 

yā’ lām
1 η ι υ

λης λις λυς

yā’  
sīn yā’

sīn
yā’

yā’

β 

N 

Μj 

L 

EFG 

γ δ 

Ḥ 
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3 53

lām i
“-lis”

-lis
lām sīn

i yā’
 

 
4  

  
 

 
L Mj S1 (E) S2 (F) S3 (G) 

Ḥ1 
 إيبيالس 
(s. p.)  ايبيالس  ايقياليس  ايقياليس  ايبيالس 

Ḥ2-1  انقيالس  ايبيالس  ايبياليُوس 
(del.) 

 انقيالس  انقيالس 
(s.p.) 

Ḥ2-2  انقيالس  انقياليس  ايبيالس  ايبياليُوس 
(ut vid., s. p.)  انقياليس 

Ḥ3  ايبيالس  ايبيَالس 
(s. p.)  انقيالس  ايقيالوس  ايقياليس 

de Stefani 56  

 
Ḥ2-1 Ḥ2-2

Mj ايبيالس 
π bā’ Ḥ1 L

3 ايبياليُوس  Mj π
lām sīn yā‘ wāw yā’

u  
S1 S3 انقيالس  S2

انقياليس  yā’ nūn
fā qāf

 
 
 

 
56 Wernhard S1 S2 S3 qāf fā’  
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6 L Ḥ2-1 Ḥ2-2  

 Three Medical Treatises by Galen ( جالينوس), British Library: Oriental Manuscripts, Or. 

6670, f. 170r ايبياليُوس   

Ḥ3 L ايبيالس 
Mj

L  
S1 S2 S3

Ḥ3
S1 انقياليس  Ḥ1

Ḥ2-2
S3 Ḥ3 Ḥ2-1 انقيالس 
Ḥ2-2 انقياليس 

Ḥ3 S2 ايقيالوس 
lām sīn wāw S2

L Ḥ2-1 Ḥ2-2  
L ليو س  Ḥ2-1 Ḥ2-2

Dubler and Terés yā’ wāw
ἠπίαλον

57 L
S2 Wernhard

S1 S3 γ δ
L S2 β β Ḥ3

yā’ wāw
Wernhard

5 β

 
57 Galen, De differentiis febirum, VII 349K. 
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wāw
wāw  

Wernhard
لوس  X L γ δ

X lām wāw yā’
L L

S2 wāw
3 Wernhard X

γ δ X
δ X  
 

7 X  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
π

ἠπίαλος π fā’ bā’

 

β 

N 

Μj 
L 

EFG 

γ δ 

Ḥ 

X 
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لس 
lām i

lām
u i ليس 

wāw
لس  ليس   

 
5

π fā’ lām π bā’
lām

 
 

5  

π  
l  

fā’/(qāf) bā’ 

 

P(III:[53]) 
S1(Ḥ2-1) 
S2(Ḥ2) 
S3(Ḥ2-1) 

M(IV:[68]) 
P(IV:[68])  
L(Ḥ1, Ḥ3)  
Mj( ) 
S3(Ḥ1) 

i M(III:[53]) 

N/A 
ī 

S1(Ḥ1, Ḥ2-2, Ḥ3) 
S2(Ḥ1) 
S3(Ḥ2-2, Ḥ3) 

wāw S2(Ḥ3) N/A 

yū (ου) N/A L(Ḥ2-1), L(Ḥ2-2) 

 

 

 
 

Dioscorides (Diyusqūrīdīs), De materia medica. 
M = al-maqālāt al-sab‘ min kitāb Diyāsqūrīdūs wa huwa hayūlā al-ṭibb fī al-ḥushā’ish [sic.] 

wa al-sumūm. Madrid, MSS/5006, Biblioteca Nacional de España, before 1210. 

―  87  ―



 19  (2021)    Journal of Arabic and Islamic Studies, vol. 19 (2021) 

 

2 3  

<http://bdh-rd.bne.es/viewer.vm?id=0000198913&page=1> [accessed 14 March 
2021]. 

P = Le traité des plantes, traduction d'Étienne, revue par onaïn ibn Isâq, pour Moammad 
ibn Moûsâ. MS arabe No. 2849, Biblioteca National Frans. Département des 
Manuscrits, 1219. <https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b8406174k> [accessed 14 
March 2021]. 

Galen (Jālīnūs), De differentiis febrium. 
L = Kitāb Jālīnūs fī aṣnāf al-ḥummāyyāt. Three Medical Treatises. British Library: 

Oriental Manuscripts, Or. 6670, in Qatar Digital Library. <https://www.qdl.qa/a
rchive/81055/vdc_100000005112.0x000001> [accessed 13 March 2021]. 

 
 

Dioscorides (Diyasqūrīdīs). La versión árabe de la ‘Materia Médica’ de Dioscórides (texto, 
variantes e indices). Serie: La ‘Materia médica’ de Dioscórides, Transmisión 
medieval y renacentista). Edited by C. E. Dubler and E. Terés. Vol. II. Tetuán y 
Barcelona, 1952–1957. 

Galen (Jālīnūs). Kitāb aṣnāf al-ḥummayāt; De differentiis febrium libri duo arabice 
conversi. Edited by C. de Stefani. Pisa: Fabrizio Serra Editore, 2011; Über die 
Arten der Fieber: in der arabischen Version des Ḥunayn Ibn Isḥāq. Edited and 
Translated by Wernhard M. Dissertation, München: 
Ludwig-Maximlians-Universität, 2004). 

Ibn Sīnā. Qānūn fi al-ṭibb. [Rome] Rome: Typographia Medicea, 1593, In Saab Me
dical Library. <https://lib-webarchive.aub.edu.lb/BorreLudvigsen/https://almashr
iq.hiof.no/ddc/projects/saab/avicenna/896/html/S2_023.html> [accessed 31 Mar
ch 2021]; [Baghdad] 3 vols. Baghdad: Maktaba al-muthannā, 19--; [Gruner]:
 A Treatise on the Canon of Medicine of Avicenna: Incorporating a Transl
ation of the First Book. Translated by O. C. Gruner. New York: AMS Pres
s, 1973 (repr. Originally published: London: Luzac, 1930); [B-D] The Cano
n of Medicine (al-Qānūn fīʾl-ṭibb : The Law of Natural Healing). Translate
d by H. Doostdar. Edited by L. Bakhtiar. Vol. 4,. Tehran: Safir Ardehal, 2
014; [Latin]: Liber canonis. Translated by Alpagus. Tehran: Imperial Organi
zation for Social Services, 1976 (repr. Orginally published in 1556). 

al-Rāzī, Abū Bakr Muḥammad ibn Zakarīyāʼ. Kitāb al-ḥāwī fī al-ṭibb. Vol. XVI. Ḥyderabad 
al-Dakkan: Maṭbaʻat Majris Dāʾirat al-Maʿālif al-ʿUthmānīyah, 1963. 

 
 

Dioscorides. De materia medica. Edited by M. Wellmann. 3 vols. Berolini: Weidmann, 
1906–1914; [English]: De materia medica. Translated by L. Y. Beck. Hildesheim: 
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Olms-Weidmann, 2005. 
Galen. De caussis morborum. In Claudii Galeni Opera omnia. Edited by C. G. Kühn. vol. 

VII, 1–41. Leipzig: Cnoblochii, 1824. 
—. De crisibus. In Claudii Galeni Opera omnia. Edited by C. G. Kühn. vol. IX, 550–768. 

Leipzig: Cnoblochii, 1825. 
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