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The Rise of Aesthetic Preferences in Interior Design in the SNS Era:
Highlighting the Industrial Interior Trend as a Case Study

JINNO, Yuki

Social networking services (SNSs) emerged in the early 2010s, causing a rapid decline in
magazine media. In the SNS era, design research must now engage with photos from the masses.
I conducted a survey of 800 photographs posted from 2013 to 2014, in cooperation with
RoomClip Inc., which operates an SNS posting service.

This paper analyzes six particularly prominent items in the photographs: (D lighting fixtures,
@ faux material wallpaper DIY, ® PvC pipe/gas pipe DIY, @ black steel, G) typography, and
(® houseplants. Specifically, I visually identified the design elements within the photographs and
counted their number.

The results revealed that, unlike functional industrial design, many decorations were fake or
imitations. The industrial aesthetic had shifted toward a nostalgic image of America, with women
actively choosing what were traditionally considered these masculine designs. SNS posts accelerate
trend transmission speed and promote diverse interpretations, leading to deviations from the
original style, unlike style propagation through magazine media.

Industrial interiors gained popularity around the time SNS services were launched. The
process of information diffusion to decline showed how style interpretations broadened and

merged with other elements.
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