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Transitions in the Representation of Chima-Chogori in Zainichi Korean Posters

KOO, Bon Woo

This paper investigates how the chima-chogori motif has visually constructed “Zainichi
Koreanness” in posters produced by the Zainichi Korean community from 1945 to the present.
Analyzing 270 posters, the study examines three visual elements—the form of the attire, the
figures, and the background spaces—across three historical phases.

The first phase (postwar—1970s) features ornate festive costumes and young women against
traditional architecture, projecting an “idealized homeland” to counter harsh social realities in
Japan. The second phase (1980s—1990s) shifts toward “everyday reality,” depicting simplified
clothing and diverse generations within concrete Japanese urban spaces, reflecting the
community’s settlement and generational change. The third phase (2000s—present) reflects a
“diversification of self-understanding.” Here, diverse types of chima-chogori—including school
uniforms—are rendered through varied artistic techniques, while figures and backgrounds are
often abstracted or omitted. In this stage, the attire becomes a flexible, symbolic motif connecting
pluralistic identities.

By tracing these shifts from idealized icons to realistic depictions and finally to symbolic
expressions, this paper argues that “Zainichi Koreanness” is not a fixed ethnic sign but an active
visual construct. It is continuously produced, revised, and updated through the collective practice
of poster-making, articulating a proactive identity that transcends binary affiliations with Japan or

the Korean peninsula.
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