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Cultural Valorization of Hanamusubi since the 1980s: Institutionalising the
Practice through the Work of Shéen Hashida and Toshiko Tanaka

YAJIMA, Yoshika

Hanamusubi, a form of decorative knotting that evokes floral and figurative motifs, has long
existed on the margins of Japanese cultural history, positioned ambiguously between handicraft
and art and transmitted largely through women’s practices. This study examines how hanamusubi
came to be recontextualized within the cultural framework of the tea ceremony from the 1980s
onward, focusing on the activities of Shoen Hashida (1923-1991) and her disciple Toshiko
Tanaka (b.1941). By tracing Hashida’s reconstruction of Edo-period knotting techniques based on
historical tea manuals and illustrated sources, the study reveals how archival interpretation and
embodied practice interacted to “recreate” a past tradition. It further analyzes how Tanaka
expanded and disseminated these techniques through publications, exhibitions, and adult
education programs for female hobbyists. Additionally, the paper examines how tea scholars and
curators, notably through museum displays and international exhibitions, conferred authority on
these interpretations and integrated hanamusubi into broader discourses of Japanese cultural
understanding.

Through an analysis of textual sources, visual materials, interviews, and institutional media,
this study demonstrates that hanamusubi has been sustained by a dual valuation: as a form of
women’s handicraft and as an aesthetic cultural creation situated in the context of tea culture. The
findings illuminate how cultural meaning is constructed through practice, discourse, and
institutional mediation, offering insights into the gendered dynamics of cultural creation and the

flexible boundaries of tradition in modern Japan.
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