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“Environment-Related Contracts and Agreements” in Chinese Environmental Law:

A Preliminary Study for Sino-Japanese Comparative Law Research *
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Abstract

Following Chinese environmental legal scholars’ attention to environmental administrative contracts in the late
1990s, Chinese legal practice has established the practical use of Third-Party Pollution Governance and Environmental
Contracts/Agreements. This paper treats these as "Environment-Related Contracts/Agreements" and analyzes their
evolution, definitions, legal status, guiding principles, and stakeholder duties, revealing a significant blend of public
and private law. While the development of these Chinese "Environment-Related Contracts/Agreements" was inspired
by Japanese “Pollution Prevention Agreement (Kougai Boushi Kyoutei) and Environmental Conservation Agreement
(Kankyou Hozen Kyoutei)” and the Japanese model is highly valued by Chinese legal scholars, the field of Sino-
Japanese comparative law is still underdeveloped. This paper offers a preparatory comparative look, establishing the

necessary theoretical groundwork for deeper research ahead.
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Keywords : Environmental Contract, Environmental Administration, Chinese Environmental Law, Sino-Japanese

Comparative Law, Public Private Partnership
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