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SUMMARY

Navigation in Pre/Protohistoric Japan:
A Typological Study on Wooden Rows,
from the Jomon Period to the Kofun Period
‘ Tomofumi YOSHIDA

The preseﬁt study aims at two complementary goals: to deter-
mine a typology of wooden rows, and to give a contribution to the
comprehension of ship crafts evolution in Japan.

A broad data collecting revealed the existence of 3 critical
moments in the evolution of rows from the Early Jomon period, when
rows are for the first time archaeologically documented, until Kofun
period. The first one took place during the Early Yayoi, and is charac-
terized by the appearance of a new foliaceous type, as well as an
" increase in small type rows. The second one, between Middle and Late
Yayoi, consists in the diffusion of the foliaceous type. Then, the
appearance of samples more than 2 meters long constitutes the third
noticeable event, during the Early Kofun period.

We emphasize on the fact that clear tendencies can be observed
in each period items dimensions, which are critical data in order to
speculate both the type of boats and the way they were propelled In
this contribution, we intent to put together the very few boat remains
and iconographic documents known from Jomon to Kofun periods,
with the data we collected on rows, in order to bring‘ further knowl-
edge on the navigation matter in pre/protohistoric Japan.

However, there are still numerous issues left on the meaning why
boats crafts evolved the way they did, and they shall be adressed in
future studies.
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