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we have a number of perceptual identities and defines
them as "a number of individuals who perceive some aspect
of the external world more or less similarly, but who do
not communicate this similarity of perception among

themselves"(p.38)®
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Reflect for a moment on those times when we have
placed one cultural group above another because we judged
them through the lens of our culture. In most instances
we evaluate them by standards we have learned from our

culture (p.279)°.
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We should recognize that there are both good and bad
stereotypes. Good stereotypes are those that are based on
sufficient characteristic and categories to give us a first
approximation of how to communicate with the other
person. They provide sufficient commonalities for us to
identify with some aspect of another's culture. Bad
stereotypes are too limited, based on too few characteristics

or categories (p.b3) .
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The intercultural context frequently brings people
together who have very little knowledge about each other.
When this happens, people often take the easy path and
invoke stereotypes. "---such conclusions take very little
energy, and also exonerate the individual from any other

serious thinking". Stereotypes represent a lazy method of

perception (p.280).
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The Image of Indonesia in Japanese Television -Analysis

of the NHK Documentary Program-

Ade Mirzanthy

According to history, the bilateral relations between Japan and South East Asian
countries began in the early Meiji Period (1867-1901). Today, especially since Japan's
economic bubble burst, these relations have come into crisis. One of many reasons, was
to keep its business rolling after the bubble burst, many of Japan's small and middle-
size companies needed cheap blue-color workers. However, the arrival of blue-color
workers was and is not accompanied with acceptance by the Japanese host society.
The Japanese perception of gaijin, short for gaikokujin: “foreigner” or “alien” is limited
to Americans or Europeans (according to a 1987 survey, by NHK's Research Institute of
Culture). Or according to that survey, the Japanese image of a foreign country or
foreigner, showed 77% as America and Europe, and less than 4% as Asia and South
East Asia.lt is clear that peoples move for economic reasons from one place to another.
Mobility influences the structure of society, cultural change, and a change in focus of
the mass media. This change in the mass media has come in providing more information
about various ethnic groups on one hand and become more Japan-focused on the other.

This paper will analyze the present condition of the Japanese mass media that has
begun bilingual in radio broadcasting, newspaper and magazines. This change is often
misinterpreted as: Japan is changing into a multicultural society. However, this change
is far from complete. The real question here, is: “Does Japan accept other ethnic groups
as part of it's society?” The main problem is not the quantity of programs broadcast
in a foreign language, but the quality of those programs which introduce different

cultures and the role they play in the transition of Japanese society.

Key words:
Survey on the image of foreigners, cultural change in mass media, multilingual

mass media, television program as a cultural bias, multicultural society,
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