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Why has Kaneshi Shimomura, a documentary-film producer,
been living in audiences’ minds even now?

Akira ABE

K.Shimomura was not only a famous documentary-film producer, but also a spirited in-
vestigator .of the ornithology. When he was 27 years old in 1940, he selected the way of
devoting his life to producing the documentary-films on birds and little animals that he
had been observing for a long time.

In his life he produced 19 films at least, and most of them gave intense impression
to many audiences. It's reported that even now they can vividly remember some scenes
that they saw 50 years ago.

Why has K.Shimomura been able to act upon them for so long time? It's very signifi-
cant to know the causes and their backgrounds. For by that, we can get some suggest-
ions on the significance of the education and on the process of the diffusion of culture.

Whenever he operated his camera, he used to be prepared for the following 3 points:

1. In his films he took up many familier birds and little animals or topics on people’s
daily life. And he pointed out the strange, the surprized, the impressed and the sym-
pathetic that the andience had been overlooking absentmindedly. Through these familier
scenes and aminamls, they could recognize the story of each film easily.

2. In his movies K.Shimomura always put the weight to the scientic view-ponts: how
to catch various messages that birds, little aminals and their life-environments send con-
tinually. In order to make assurace the doubt grew out in his work, he spend many time,
occasionally 2-3 years, each work. So the audience could know how to find a clue of solv-
ing some guestions, and get the attitude of good observer on the natural and social aff-
airs.

3. K.Shimomura had always payed deep consideration and sympathy to birds or little
aminals when he shot. For example he never started to run his camera, untill birds or
little aminals became well familier to him and his camera. So they regarded him just as
careless mate and acted in the usual way. Therefore the audience could see naked app-
ears of them on the screen.

From the examination on the process of K.Shimomura's work, We can get the follow-
ing conclusion.

We must prepare 2 conditions in order to get good films. One is that it's expected
that every documentary-producer is to have a wealth of sensitivity, by which he’s able to
catch varied informations on the audience or the objects. The another is for his activity
full of free should be insured and creative activities should be encouraged.



