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The Misattribution and Primacy of Processing of Emotion and Cognition
Ayumi YAMADA(Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University)

The tendency to misattribute particular sources of subjective experiences to other
irreverent sources is ubiquitous over psychological processes including most aspects of
emotion and cognition. The ubiquity reflects the ignorance of the sources of subjective
experiences, which emanate directly from consciously unaccessible processes. As a
consequence, the ignorance of them biases emotions and thoughts. In this article, a
diverse body of research on the misattributions will be reviewed, focusing on the role
of metacognition which monitors subjective experiences, infers their sources, and
interprets their implications. Discussion follows on the problems with which mere
exposure effect, assumed originally as an empirical evidence of affective primacy, is
conceptualized in terms of the misattribution of cognitive experiences.

Key words: misattribution of affective feeling, availability heuristic, perceptual fluency
misattribution, mere exposure effect, primacy of processing
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