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SUMMARY

The Wandering Star of David:
A Rewritten Ending of Seize the Day
‘ ' Nobuhisa KATAFUCHI

In 1975, Saul Bellow reissued Seize the Day (originally published
in 1956). The revised version altered the description toward the ending
of the narrative: a direct reference to “the Star of David” in the former
edition is replaced by an ambiguous expression, “a great‘ star fluid.”

The novella.seems to have become less Jewish by the deletion of
such an overtly Jewish symbol. This is consistent with the basic sett-
ing of the narrative, in which the Jewish characters are no longer the
tradition-minded Jews saturated with old immigrant experiences, but
are those who have realized the American dream of success.

The same situation seems to have held for Wilhelm, who changed
his name in his youth from Wilhelm Adler to a more American
Tommy Wilhelm: He failed, however, to seize the day of his success
as an actor in Hollywood, and he remains dependent on his father both
mentally and financially, as well as unable to take responsibility for
his own family. ‘The whole story seems to foreground the possibility of
change, drawing attention to the processes of the acculturation of the
‘American Jews, but in fact it describes its impossibility on the part of
the protagonist, contemplating, in particular, on the inevitability of his
predetermined Jewish identity. '

The reason why Bellow made his novella apparently non-Jewish
is that the ending of the narrative emphasizes that Wilhelm might be
spiritually reborn as an American Jew, implying that he will never lose
his Jewish identity. We may reasonably conclude that Bellow’s delib-
erate éttempt to efface the Jewish atmosphere of the narrative is to
indicate that ethnic identity could not be cancelled without being re-
inscribed. Likewise, the novella should also be understood as the
author’s self-realization not only as an American but as a Jewish

writer, whose “great star fluid” universalizes the story without
surrendering its Jewishness. - :
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