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Research on “Effective Schools”

KAWAGUCHI Tosiaki

Until the beginning of the 1990s, foreign researchers took note not only of the high achievement scores
among Japanese students but also the narrow gap between the high and low scores. [Note: Please check the change.]
However, in recent years, doubts regarding whether or not this gap is really narrow have emerged.

In this paper, I present the concept of “Effective Schools” that narrow the gap in the academic achievement scores
between classes. .

The findings are as follows. The characteristic of “Effective Schools” is that they conduct classes
that facilitate understanding and make students tests again. A comparison between elementary and junior high
schools reveals that the atmosphere of the class is more important in elementary school. This is one of the original
characteristics of Japan’s “Effective Schools.”



