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How Do Senior High School Students
Spend After-School Hours ? : A Sociological
Analysis of Consciousness and Behavioral Pattern among

Senior High School Students

KATAYAMA Yiiki

There have been many references to  ‘tracking-system’ in the studies on senior high school. In the
1970s and 1980s, the consciousness and behavioral patterns of senior high school students were polarized according
to ‘track ( school-stratification )’ . But, such influence of ‘tracking-system’ would be weaker under the recent
situation where the ratio of students going on to a university is rising. Then, what factors will have an effect on the
consciousness and behavioral patterns of present-day senior high school students?

The aim of this paper is to clarify the factors that have a close relation to these. In analyzing, I focus on how the

students spend after-school hours.

Using date collected from 2590 senior high school students, I conclude as follows. First, the consciousness and

behavioral patterns of senior high school students don't necessarily polarize according to  ‘track ( school-
stratification ). Second, these change in accordance with their ‘school-attitude’ ( more concretely, their

involvement in school activities and classes —according to Bond theory ) which is continuously shaped throughout

their school life. Third, the impact of adolescent culture is increasing.
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