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Effects of intentionality and personalism of helping behavior
on the possibility of communicating likings

Junichi TANIGUCHI(Faculty of Psychology, Tezukayama University)

The present study focused on helping behavior as the self-presentation behavior. This study investigated effects
of intentionality and personalism of helping behavior on how recipients of help behavior perceived likings toward
them from donors and how recipients evaluated likings toward donors. 210 college students were asked to place
themselves in hypothetical situations in which they needed some aid from others, and to answer a series of ques-
tions regarding their likings for donors and perceived likings from donors. Hypotheses in this study were as fol-
lows: As intentionality (Hypothesis 1) or personalism (Hypothesis 2) of helping behavior becomes higher, recipients
perceive stronger likings from donors and evaluate the stronger liking for donors. The results didn’t support both
Hypothesis 1 and Hypothesis 2. The results were discussed from viewpoints of multiple factors associated with the
possibility of communicating likings.

Keywords: self-presentation, helping behavior, intentionality, personalism, liking.



