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Gentleman My name is Fumiko Soeda
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Thank you for your kind introduction.
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Thank you very much indeed for giving up your valuable time to attend this meetmg
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I hope that the teachers——vou, the teachers——were able to see Japan and the

Japanese people as they really are. And I'm sure that after returning to your
countries, you will tell your students what you saw, heard and felt in Japan as
you came into direct contact with the Japanese people. ‘
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- 'But perhaps, Oregon’s biggest assets are its citizens——the generous, warm-

hearted Oregonians——and the very comfortable living environment. Toyama

~ shares many of these qualities, and in that respect, we feel very strongly that
Oregon is our best and ideal partner.
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I have the pleasure of welcoming sixty teachers——twenty each ——from South
Korea, the Philippines and Thailand, who are visiting Japan under the pro-

gram set up by the Japan Foundation.
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The group arrived in Japan on the 13th of May, and they are due to departﬁijapan
the day after tomorrow, completing their 18-day stay. They started their stay in
Tokyo, with visits to the Ministry. of Educatlon Sophia University and ICU }
Senior High. Then the group split into three teams and made separate tours of
Iapan. The Korean team went to Iwate Prefecture, the Philippine team to
Ishikawa Prefecture and the Thai team to Niigata Prefecture, where... .
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Autumn is the wedding season in Japan. A very special wedding took place here |
in Tovama today—a weddmg between Toyama and Oregon State. The cere-
mony was conducted auspiciously in the presence of guests from Oregon, ;nclud
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ing Governor Roberts. I'd like to thank you all deeply for making it possible to
establish the sister-state relationship.
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The seeds of international mutual understandings that vou've planted during
‘your stay will, I hope, bloom into beautiful flowers here in Japan and in your

countrles as well.
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