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The Problematic of Philological Methodology in
Buddhist Studies

— Concerning Gregory Schopen's Critique —

Hitoshi KATO

The philological methodology of Buddhist studies has been academically
approved in the West and Japan. In the Meiji era, this method was transmitted
from Europe to Japan by Japanese Shin Buddhist priests who studied in western
countries.

Recently, however, the philological approach has been criticized by American
scholars, especially Gregory Schopen. In his paper, "Archaeology and Protestant
Presuppositions in the Study of Indian Buddhism", he claimed that textual stud-
ies have ignored archaeological and epigraphical evidences which record or
reflect a part of the religious life of Buddhist monks in early India and this tex-
tualization of Buddhism might be attributed to a sixteenth-century Protestant
polemical conception of "true religion".





