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Educational Significance of “Disability Culture” :

Linking Disabled People's Perspective to Human Rights Education

MATSUNAMI Megumi

This paper explores the possibility of linking disabled people's perspective to human rights education by
focusing on the concept of “Disability Cuiture” in the context of Disability Studies. It attempts to examine the
validity of educational practices concerning disabled people's issues.

A series of discussion of the “Disability Culture” has evolved stimulated by some outstanding social
action of disabled people themselves such as Deaf Culture Movement and Independent Living Movement. It has tried
to revaluate the set of values and lived culture which different types of disabled people have developed over years
and, at the same time, to criticize the way in which the culture of ableism has continued to oppress the disabled
people's lives. Therefore, the advocates of “Disability Culture” emphasize the importance of relativizing the
dominant culture, which, I believe, is often overlooked when the disabled people's issues are dealt with in human
rights education. The author believes that “Disability Culture” itself is educative because it can provide the clue to
transform our dominant culture.

The axes of inquiry are as follows: whether 1)it adopts the “social model of disability” ; 2)it avoids
skewed imagery of disabled people; 3)it includes the moment to awake people to the dominance of ableism; 4)it
reflects alternative values of disabled people; 5)it respects diverse lives and reality of disabled people.
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