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SUMMARY

The Preparatory Process for the Cadastral Survey in Okinawa Prefecture
Shigeru KOBAYASHI and Kunitada NARUMI

The cadastral survey of Okinawa Prefecture from 1898 to 1903 has
been considered to be an extension of the Land Tax Reform (1873-1881) in
the Japanese mainland. It is widely accepted that the modern landholding
system established by this Reform was reproduced in Okinawa Prefecture,
where traditional land systems such as periodical re-allotment of arable
land persisted. :

However, scrutinizing this survey along with those in Taiwan
(1898-1905), Korea (1910-1918) and the Kwantung Leased Territory
(1914-1924), several remarkable features are found. First, these surveys
were carried out by provisional governmental offices with specialized
staffs, in contrast to the Land Tax Reform, which depended heavily
on the works of local administrative officers and inhabitants. Second,
based on the experience of the Land Tax Reform, the surveys were
conducted systematically. Traditional land systems incompatible with
modern landownership were investigated thoroughly and policies to cope
with them were developed carefully. Cadastral maps based on modern
surveying techniques including triangulation were prepared along
 with land registers. It is noteworthy the cadastral survey of Okinawa
Prefecture preceded those in Japanese overseas colonies and became an
important model for them.

Tanetaro Megata (1853-1926), the high officer of the Ministry of
Finance played the key role in preparing and conducting this survey. He
' promoted especially the application of modern surveying techniques in
order to make detailed maps for accurate land measurement, which the
Land Tax Reform had not realized in the Japanese mainland.

F—O— R 1B HH#EAE SEEE PER, ERNERBGE,
B & HAEXHR






