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A study on Money-Kyrle's concept of misconception

NISHIMURA Masaaki

“Function of thinking” is an elemental function of the human mind, which controls their emotional
experiences. Therefore, enhancement of “function of thinking” for clients is an essential work in psychotherapy,
especially in psychoanalysis. In the psychoanalytic model of psychotherapy, realizing and acquiring the analyst's
“function of thinking” , a client learns to dig into his/her mind and existence by improving(enhancing/elevating)
his/her own “function of thinking” . In this point of view, “function of thinking” plays an important role in the
field.

In this paper, the author focused his attention on misconception, developed by Money-Kyrle known as
Kleinian psychoanalyst, as a new conceptual tool in order to shed a light on exploration of “function of thinking”
in psychoanalysis. However, the conceptual content of misconception has been vague since it was proposed. The
author clarified the concept of misconception by discussing historical psychoanalytic theories and exemplifying a
case study. misconception is “distorted function of thinking” in the nucleus of their mind. It should be called
“distorted apparatus for thinking that produces misunderstandings, wrong recognitions, etc. The author believes that
misconception is a significant and remarkably effective concept for psychotherapists, who explore client's mind
profoundly to support their psychological development and help clients to introspect their own existence, especially
their “function of thinking” .
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