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The Effects of Different Features of Negotiation Forums

on the Outcomes of International Multilateral Negotiations
—A Case Study concerning Counterfeit Goods—

VEES S

Tsutomu HIMENO*

Abstract

This paper analyzes how different features of negotiation forums affect the outcomes on
similar issues. It compares the situations at four forums relating to counterfeit goods,
namely the WIPO, the WTO TRIPS Agreement negotiation, relevant negotiations at the
APEC, and the negotiation on the ACTA.

Two kinds of differences in outcomes are examined. One is the relative direction be-
tween competing positions for more or less stringent rules against counterfeit goods, and
the other is on how different features of the forums contribute to producing agreements.

Understanding how different international negotiations lead to different outcomes helps
one to better prepare for these negotiations and to better understand the mechanisms be-
hind regime complex and forum shopping, and thus to deal with the issues of international
regime governance.
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Keywords : multilateral negotiation, features of negotiation forums, counterfeit goods,
WIPO, GATT/WTO, APEC, ACTA
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