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The Function of the Reporting Models

Toshiko SAWANISHI

In Japanese, we use a reporting modal in a reporting clause, when we report
someone’s speech, message, or information from the mass media to hearer. Nor-
mally, we use our own words rather than directly quoting in a reported clause and
in precedent studies, it is said that the function of the reporting modal is only to
report the statement.

But the theme of this paper is to show that we can imply even our own convic-
tion of the statement by these reporting modals and also, we can imply a certain
mental distance by choosing a approximate modal in a reporting clause, when we
want ot be mentally away from the statement, which you have to report to a hear-
er.





