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A Study on the Visual Literacy of Preschool Children

-Using the clay animation “PINGU” as a Material-

TAGUCHI, Mana

In this study the author designed and conducted an interview survey to clarify the visual lit-
eracy of preschool children.The subjects were 15 kindergartners from fourth to fifth.The clay anima-
tion “PINGU” was selected as the visual material,because it has no verbal information. The charac-
ters in this work speak in a fictitious language and there is no narrator.Such material should be used
s0 as to measure the visual literacy accurately.

The procedure was as follows.The subjects watched the story once.Then they required to
answer the questions while watching the video once more.In this way,the subjects are not so pressured
by memory.The questions of the interview were determined from the result of the survey which
researched the visual literacy of elementary school students using the same material. And while watch-
ing video,their expression and speech were recorded by video tapes to get further data.

Analysis of these two kind of data,interview and observation,suggests two things.First
preschool children have already acquired basic visual techniques,so they can understand individual
scenes in spite of they are made from only sound and pictures.Second however they are not able to
give an outline of the story because it is hard for them to relate each scenes.And the author pointed

that this difficulty may have the influence of their immature story schema.



