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SUMMARY |

. Walter Crane and Japanese Art : An Introductory Study of his Archives

Tatsuya TANAKA

The purpose here is to examine Walter Crane’s possessions,
. drawings, and writings about Japanese art. He owned some Japanese
picture books of flowers and birds, and created a sketchbook reproducing
pictures by Hokusai. In his writings Crane associated Japanese art with
Medieval art in Europe.

The first half of the paper deals with Crane's archival materlal
related to Japanese art. The Walter Crane Archive, formerly the Anthony
Crane Collection, in the University of Manchester contains 7 Japanese
picture books and 2 unidentified paintings of birds. The picture books
are as follows: Kono Bairei (1844-1895), Bairei Hyakucho Gafu (Sketches
of Hundred Birds by Bairei) vol. 1,3, Tokyo: Okura Magobei, 1881; Maki
Bokusen (1775-1824), Skashin Gaku Hitsu Bokusen Souga (Foreword by
Shashin Gaku: Various Pictures by Bokusen) 1815; Kobayashi- Eitaku

(1843-1890), Onko Nenchu Gyoji (Past Annual Function) Tokyo:
Matsuzaki Hanzo, 1884; Watanabe Seitei (1851-1918), Seitei Kacho Gafu
(Sketches of Flowers and Birds by Seitei) vol. 2,3, Tokyo: Okura
Magobei, 1890, 1891; Gyorui Gafu (Sketches of Flshes) only 4 leaves exist
in Crane’s archive.
, Crane’s sketchbook of Japanese art is comprised of 14 pages with
a loose leaf. He replicated 34 pictures including 16 birds, 4 figures, 2
plants, 2 landscapes, and 2 others: a shellfish and a snail. The sources are
Hokusai Manga (Random Sketches by Hokusai) vol. 5, 11 and Santei Gafu
(Sketches according to Three Methods) by Hokusai.
’ The last- half of the paper focuses on Crane’s published writings
~ and considers his ideas about Japanese art. He appreciated Japanese art,
especially Hokusai's, and handicrafts with free naturalism and unbroken
craftsmanship, connected with European art in the Middle Ages. He also
pomted out the absence of real constructive power of design.in Japanese
art.
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Crane’s many sketches and possessions of Japanese picture books
indicate his interests in birds and Hokusai's works. Japanese art reminded
-him of an ideal art in the Medieval Europe. '
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