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SUMMARY

Masaoka Shiki and Nakamura Fusetsu:
On the modernization of haiku and sho in the Meiji era
Noriko OHIRO

Most studies on the modernization of haiku have shown that Nakamura
Fusetsu (1866-1943) was the prominent painter who introduced the notion of
shasei to Masaoka Shiki (1867-1902), the most important figure in the history
of modern hatku. Shasei has been defined as a term which describes represent-
ing or sketching nature realistically in Western-style painting. Therefore these
precedent studies assigned a focus to the influence of Western-style painting
theory from which originated the notion of shasei.

In this paper I would like to pay particular attention to Nakamura’s
achievement as a shoka (calligrapher). He studied a wide range of calligraphic
works and emphasized the importance of stone inscriptions during the Six
Dynasties period. He devoted himself to collecting more than 16,000 calli-
graphic works which were used for his studies and artistic appreciation. In
later years he founded Shodo Hakubutsukan (Calligraphy Museum) and exhib-
ited them there.

Similarly Masaoka gave life to Haiku bunrui (classifying the past
haikus). It was this study that classified more than 120.000 past haskus under
various subjects. This achievement of Masaoka as well as that of Nakamura
followed the concept of museums which is to collect, research, and display ob-
jects in chronological (or the assumed) order. '

Through these studies, they considered the origin of each genre and pur-
sued the self-referential question, what is kaiku or what is sho (calligraphy),
in other words the question was concerned with each genre’s autonomy . So
it was relevant to the core of their modernization movements in the Meiji era.
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