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Misleading Look: Representations of

Gender in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Texts
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The Impossibility of Reaching a Social and Moral Consensus on

Euthanasia and Physician-Assisied Suicide and the Search for Alternatives
Lyudmila SLAVIANSKA

In this pluralistic world the difficulty in reaching a moral and social consensus on
euthanasia and assisted suicide comes from the lack of a universally acceptable stand on
life and death and from the different values people have.

‘ Nowadays the two main competing moral ideas in the debates are the sanctity—of—
life-doctrine and the quality-of-life position. The sanctity-of-life-doctrine indicates that life
per se has an ultimate, beyond any comparison value, which does not change upon any .
circumstances. Therefore the doctrine opposes euthanasia and assisted suicide reg;u'dless
of the strength of suffering, consciousness, and other qualities. However, the sanctity-of-
life-doctriﬁe is often criticized for regarding life as simply vital signs, and for disregé.rd-
ing personhood. Furthermore, the doctrine implies that all lives have equal, ﬁltimate
vaiue. This makes it irrelevant in decision-niaking processes. When choices about alloca-
tion of scarce resources have to be made. ’ i

According to the quality-of-life position the wvalue of life varies depending on its
quality. If life does not meet certain criteria, it could be not worth living. This impli-
cates that euthanasia and assiéted suicide are morally permissible. However, the quality-
of-life position faces the wide vaﬁety of preferences and criteria people haye about what
is worth. ’

There are opponents of euthanasia who insist that even if it is morally permissible
it: should not be legalized because of the negatiw./e consequences. They fear possible abuse.
For example, patients could be manipulated to give their consent to euthanasia in order
their organs to be harvested for transplantation into rich recipients. Furthermore legali-

zation of “meréy killing” would apply financial pressure on poor and vulnerable patients,
| to whom death would become a treatment option. This would lessen the motivation for
improvement of terminal care. Sdme,fear the slippery slope effect, i.e. the concern that .
if a kind of killing is legalized once, even if it is done with noble arguments, inhibition
would be weakened and this would inevitably place society on a slippery ground — peoi)le
wbuld soon begin to justify other types of murder and the value of human iife would be

step by step degraded.
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Since consensus on euthanasia is impossible, alternative solutions should be foun'd.
for reducing patienté’ suffering. Contemporary medicine can provide good physical pain
relief, but patients who ask for assistance to die point out the decrease in their quality
of life, the fear of loosing dignity and control, the feelings of uselessnéss and of being
burden to families and loved ones, the deprivation from favorite éctivities and other rea-
sons. An improvement of patiénts’ psychological state Would probably 1essen their desires
for'hastem'ng death. . ’ _ |

At “the gates of death” religions can give strong support to their believers. The
process of dying is usually regarded as a passage to another state. Even difficult, this
passage is spiritually meaningful.

Dyirig seems to be psychologically more difficult for patients with no religious beliefs.
Self-esteem often worsens it patients, who are no more able to play certain roles in soci-
ety, and find themselves dependent on drugs, machines and others. Their lives do not
correspond to the general mindset which emphasizes too much on material productivity, .
youth, beauty, health, and independence. Moreover society’s preferences. for pleasure and
satisfaction are obstacles to understanding those who are sick: understanding requires
pufting’ yourself in other persons’ place, and putfing yourself in thé pléce of seriously ill

' patients brings negative emotions. ' ‘

Since community’s mindset>is difficult to be changed so fast, it seems that the main
effort to reduce suffering should be made by the patients themselves, helped by profes-
sional psychologists, philosophers and social workers. Contemporary philosopher Dr. S.
Kay Toombs, who is a victim of multiple sclerosis, gives her solution for overcoming suf-
fering by changing the attitude to reality. For example, instead -of thinking of her wheel-
chair as a “symbol of disability”, she is taking it for an ‘;instrument of freedom”, that
helps her move in space. Of course, the results of these efforts depend on the character

and strength of the individual.






