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Moving images and Learning:

The possibility of communication as play

Hiroshi UTSUMI

The conventional theory of media literacy has mainly focused on the aspect of how to
“read” information, that is, the capacity for critical acceptance and subjective
interpretation of information. However, inquiries into the human ability to “write”
information, to create and convey it have lagged behind. The same is true for the problem
of moving images, which is the main subject of this paper.

If we look at recent developments in the field of information technology, we can see that
the act of “writing” moving images has become for the average person a more familiar
than ever before. Thus, to explore and explicate the possibilities contained in the act of
"writing" moving images can be the next important subject in the theory of media literacy.
And that is exactly the subject of this paper - to theorize from the point of learning and
communicating theories what the act of “writing” moving images offers to us.

The act of “writing” moving images is not confined to a mere exchange of information.
It always contains an element of self-change, that is, the ways information is transmitted
and is received can be changed within the very process of “writing”. I discuss this
possibility in the frame of Bateson’s theory of learning. I apply his concept of “learning
III”  to the process of “writing” moving images in order to show three spheres, in which a
change of self can occur. A) It is possible to evaluate one’s viewpoint by physically
separating it from self through the process of taking moving images. B) It is possible to
rebuild one’s viewpoint through editing and retaking of moving images. C) It is possible to
reveal one’s viewpoint through the process of showing moving images. These three
spheres function similarly to Bateson’s concept of “double-bind”, that is, as a
contradiction between contexts, but in a form which is not as destructive. To obtain a more
concrete image of the process of “writing” moving images, which can be best described in
terms of learning III, I also use Sato’s rhetoric theory and Rodari’s theory of fantasy. In
addition, I refer to my own experience in the field of “writing” moving images, which I
gained through my work in several NPOs, and show that this aspect is similar to the

activity of play.
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The fun and the difficulty of “writing” moving images is not in the fixation of the
meaning of “reality” by transferring information, but rather in experiencing elasticity of
that “reality”, as well as of elasticity of one's own "perspective". I strongly believe that the
act of communication does not end with a mere transmission of information and is, more
than anything, an act of self-change. If this aspect of communication can be called "play",
we might say that the process of “writing” moving images is the embodiment of this aspect.

And that is the conclusion of this paper.



