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Abstract:

Noun Phrase with a Case-Marking Particle
Functioning as a Topic

When a noun phrase is considered a prototypical topic, the noun phrase should
fulfill the following two requirements. (i) The noun phrase should be an object
explained in the following part. (ii) Between the noun phrase and the following part,
there should be a difference in the standpoint of the expression. It becomes
independent whether to meet this requirement whether a noun phrase is marked with
“wo”. From this viewpoint, the noun phrase marked by a case marking particle “wo” or
“ni” might become a prototypical topic. In this paper, I discuss the semantical and

syntactical characteristic of such a topic.

Keywords : topic, topic-comment structure, case-marking particle, topic marked by a

case marking particle
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