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Youth Culture in Popular Comics

Content Analysis from Readers’ View

Naho TANIMOTO

This paper analyzes the world of popular comics in order to understand Japanese youth culture. It is
important that youth culture is analyzed from the viewpoint of young people themselves.

The . Comics are studied in regard to their effects on readers, their significance to society, or their con-
tents . Comics readers are mostly interested in contents. However,traditional content analyses have
paid little attention to the readers’ interests. The methodology of this paper combines the use of semi-
otical analysis of the stories of comics and the questionnaires addressed to the readers of popular
comics (high school students).

The results of this combined approach show that the contents that readers like are the development of
youth and their social relations.They suggest that the readers want to mature and have confidence in
peers in confrontation with social pressure during adolescence. It is concluded that the comics make a

comfortable space for the youth to realize the suppressed desire .



