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The Copy of Catechismus Iaponensis in Biblioteca

Nazionale Braidense, Milan

Emi KISHIMOTO

A new copy of Catechismus laponensis Christianae Fidei, written by Alexandro
Valignano, S.J. (1537-1606) and published in Lisbon in 1586, was found recently
in the Biblioteca Nazionale Braidense library in Milan. Three other copies of the
book were known previously: one in the Portuguese Royal Library S. M. El Rei
Manuel, one in Biblioteca Nacional de Lisboa and one in Liceu de Passos Man-
uel.

The Biblioteca Nazionale Braidense building functioned as a Jesuit college
and probably the recently discovered copy of the Catechismus was from the old
Jesuits’ library. According to a note on the title page, in former days the copy was
kept for a period of time in Casa de Ternate in Maluku (Indonesia).

The new copy seems to be of the same group as those kept in the Royal Library
of S.M. El Rei Manuel and Biblioteca Nacional de Lisboa, as all of them bear no
printing licence and present some differences from the one of Liceu de Passos
Manuel, which is thought to be an ulterior complete printing.

The copy is worth attention not only from the point that it is the first one found
elsewhere than Portugal, but also because it bears many notes with regard to the
content and to the author, which can be seen on the title page, flyleaves and text
pages.






