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SUMMARY

Citizens” Conference as Deliberative Democracy:
Actual Conditions and Prospects in Japan

Seiichi MormMOTO

This paper discusses actual conditions and prospects of citizens’
conference in Japan.

The roles of citizens in Japan have been changing especially after
1990s in the field of science and technology communication, which
requires citizens’ participation and deliberation. Deliberative democracy
that complements the function of representative democracy also
requires citizens to participate and deliberate. This paper focuses on
citizens’ conference from the view point of trans-science which studies
the area where deliberative democracy and science and technology
communication overlap.

Accordingly this paper examines the following three components of
citizens’ conference: (1) definition of citizens’ conference; (2) definition
of citizens; and (3) organizer of the citizens’ conference.

Then this paper presents three prospects on citizens’ conference
in Japan: (1) customization of the methods of conference to Japanese
situation and / or introduction of citizenship education; (2) the role
of universities and / or research institutes; and (3) necessity of the
training program to grow the leaders who will effectively organize and

moderate the citizens’ conference.
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