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Tokutomi Sohou’s understanding of History

—As Seen Through His Interpretation of the Coming
of Perry’s Black Ships—

Daniel William CARMONA

Tokutomi Sohou believed that in order to understand history one must “view
the past from the present, view the present from the past,” As a journalist, this was
his most consistent method of writing. Through this perspective Sohou examined
one of the most significant events in the history of Japan: the coming of Com-
modore Perry in 1853. ‘

It happened to be in the latter half of the 1920’s in which Sohou finished writ-
ing the 31% volume of his Kinsei Nippon Kokumin Shi; a time when Japanese-U.S.
relations were complicated and tense. According to Sohou, this international ten-
sion was a direct result of the mistakes made by the Tokugawa government of
1853 concerning Perry’s coming and the opening of the country. Thus, in order to
avoid further hostility towards Japan from its international community (and from
the U.S. in particular), Sohou attempted to use his journalistic power to caution
both his countrymen and the government officials (of the 1920°s) not to repeat the
grave and humiliating mistakes of the past.

By implementing Sohou’s philosophy concerning historical perspective, this
study shall discuss how Tokutomi Sohou (of the 1920’s) perceived the Japan and
America of 1853 versus the Japan and America of 1929; the Japanese-U.S. rela-
tions of both times; and what the coming of Commodore Perry meant to Japan
both then (1853) and at present (1929).






