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A Practice of Critical Thinking Education in the International Program at Chulalongkorn University

Taro MocHizukt

This is a report on my teaching of the BBA ‘Philosophy and Logic’ course at the Faculty of Commerce and Accountancy,

Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand. I taught the first half of this course, the logic part, as a visiting professor for

seven weecks from August to September 2009, In my class with both Thai and European students, I tried to stimulate

students’ critical thinking ability by means of the art of dialectical questioning. I observed a significant difference in reac-

tion between Thai and European students: Thai students tend to stick to ‘correct’ answers which they assume will be pro-

vided by teachers, while European students look for alternatives. Critical thinking education needs to become adjusted to the

Asian teaching climate where teacher-student relations involve a stronger power relation.
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Philosophy and Logic
“Meaning and scope of philosophy; major problems of philos-
ophy; the problems of ultimate reality, knowledge and sources

of knowledge, ethics, aesthetics, and applied philosophy; logic

as an instrument of philosophy; nature of inductive and deduc-
tive methods of reasoning; principles of valid and invalid rea-
soning; analysis of reasoning in ordinary language.” ([#5%%
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Exercise
Story: The Traveling Mother
A woman in El-Salvador in Latin America was traveling to
join her husband who had been posted on an international
NGO job in Dakar, Senegal in Africa. She was in her
advanced stage of pregnancy. A few hours into the flight, the
plane faces turbulence and had to land in an airport in Florida,
USA. Because of the turbulence and nervousness she gave
birth to a premature baby in the US. This baby could have
been born a few hours earlier in El-Salvador or the next day in
Dakar, Senegal. This is purely a chance of circumstances. We
can model the future consumption history of this child
depending on where she was born. The fact that the child was
born in the US she would consume ten times more petroleum,
would travel many times more by cars and airlines, would
consume meat many times more and also use and waste water
by a huge margin. In the process of evolution in the mother’s
womb, each child, irrespective of place of origin, has similar
nutritional allocation. But it is the society where she is born
that very often decides the consumption patterns.
(http://fen.copl5.dk/blogs/view+blog?blogid=1933)

GHG = Greenhouse gas
Task:

- Identify the conclusion of this story.

* Write down the premises (including any missing premises,

if necessary) that lead to the conclusion.
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* Reconstruct the argument in an inference form.
- Evaluate the argument. Is it a good argument or a bad argu-

ment? Why? Give the reason (s) why you evaluate so.
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YizBWwT [E#] (Thinking) &M THLh%EMI .
FEFAPELTI Dewey @ [bhibhizrokl)ic#
A 5A%] (How We Think) ZHWTw3H5, £z il
IZHBAT B DIMHEZ, LALBATEDL ) IZHNT
% Z &34 9, “What do you think is ‘thinking’ ?" &[]
IDTHE, TTTHAESNLFEFEZIIHLALE
2, 2612, FIZIERO L HIZM 9. “You are think-
ing right now, aren’t you?" “Can you describe what’s hap-
pening in your mind, then?”
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Instructor’s Assessment
1. As compared to another group of students (Ref. Group:
), what is your assessment of the BBA stu-
dents’ capabilities?
2. What is your assessment of the teaching facilities (e.g.,
classrooms and their equipment) ?
3. What suggestions do you have for the BBA administra-

tion (e.g., staff support and coordination) ?
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8.

8.

8. 2 Corequisite Course: None

S
10.
11;
12.
13:

reality; knowledge and sources of knowledge; ethics; social philosophy, and applied philosophy; introduction to logic as an instru-

Course Syllabus

. Course Number: 2207103

. Course Credit: 03

. Course Title: Philosophy and Logic

. Faculty / Department: Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University

Semester: First

. Academic Year: 2009
. Instructor(s): Taro Mochizuki, Ph.D. {Logic)

Kasem Phenpinant, Ph.D. (Philosophy)
Course Conditions:

1 Prerequisite Course: None

8. 3 Concurrent Course: None

Course Type: Required

Program: Bachelor of Business Administration International Program (BBA)
Course Level: Undergraduate

Number of Hours/Week: 03 (Mon. 13.00-16.00) Section 1

Course Description: The meanings and scope of philosophy, major problems of philosophy such as the problems of ultimate

ment of philosophy, inductive and deductive methods of reasoning, the principles of valid and invalid reasoning, as well as analy-

sis of reasoning in ordinary language.

14. Course Qutline

14. 1 Objective: Students are able to

14. 1. 1 Explain the process of reasoning correctly.
14. 1. 2 Distinguish and explain various kinds of fallacies.

14. 1. 3 Discuss, analyze, and criticize philosophical arguments and arguments in everyday life

14. 2 Weekly topic

Class Date Topic
1 | 10/8/2009 | Logic: Introduction; reading John Dewey’s How We Think, Chapters 1, 2 and 5
Logic and Critical Thinking (1); reading Rod Jenks’ Chapters 1 and 2: Formal and Informal Logic;
2 | 17/8/2008 Explanations and Arguments
3 | 24/8/2009 | Logic and Critical Thinking (2); reading Rod Jenks’ Chapters 3 and 4: Induction and Deduction; Enthymemes
4 | 31/8/2009 | Logic and Critical Thinking (3); reading Rod Jenks’ Chapters 5 and 6: Informal fallacies; Analysis
5 7 /9/2009 | Formal fallacies (1); affirming the consequent, conclusion which denies premises, contradictory premises, etc.
Formal fallacies (2): illicit process, positive conclusion/negative premises, quaternio terminorum,
6 | 14/9/2009 i .
undistributed middle, etc.
7 | 21/9/2009 | Informal fallacies; emotional appeals, appeal to authority, appeal to tradition, etc.
8 | 28/9/2009 | Midterm Exam. (On Logic — 40%)
9 |5/10/2009 | Philosophy: What is “what is philosophy?”
10 |12/10/2009| Philosophical task and its quest for truth, morality and beauty
11 |19/10/2009| Philosophical knowledge and its epistemological affirmation
12 [26/10/2009| Ethics as a conduct of life
13 | 2 /11/2009 | Justice as a basic principle of human community
14 19 /11/2009 | Man, politics and a political animal
15 |16/11/2009 | Arts, aesthetics and an idea of beauty
16 |23/11/2009| Final Examination (On Philosophy — 50%)

Students with less than 80% class attendance will not be allowed to take the final examination.
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14. 3 Teaching Methods: Lecture and discussion
14. 4 Teaching Aids: primary text, articles, powerpoint materials, movie
14. 5 Course Evaluation:
Logic: Midterm Exam = 40%, Participation and Discussion = 10%
Philosophy: Final Exam = 50%

Grading: The standard of grading is as follows:

A = 80-100%
B+ = 75-79%
B = 70-74%
C+ = 60-69%
C = 50-59%
D+ = 45-49%
D = 40-44%

F = Below 40%
15. Textbooks and other Course Materials
15. 1 Required Textbooks
Logic:

Dewey, John [1910]. How We Think. Amherst, New York: Prometheus Books (Great Books in Philosophy) , 1991. pp.1-

28; 56-67
Jenks, Rod [2007]. Logic and Critical Thinking. Lanham, Maryland: University Press of America. pp.1-32

Pirie, Madsen [2006]. How to Win Every Argument. London: Continuum International Publishing, 2008. pp.7-9; 35-39; 49-

51; 65-69; 74-76; 97-99; 130-131; 133-136; 168-171

Angurarohita, Pratoom [2009]. Logic for Critical Thinking. Bangkok: Chulalongkorn University Press. Chapter 8, pp. 156-

177.
Philosophy:
Collection of excerpts and articles
15. 2 Supplemental Textbooks:
Logic:
Copi, Irving M., and Cohen, Carl. Introduction to Logic. New York: Macmillan, 1990.
Hurley, Patrick J, A. Concise Introduction to Logic. Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth, 2006.
Jacquette, Dale. A Companion to Philosophical Logic. MA: Blackwell, 2002.
Thomson, Anne, Critical Reasoning: A Practical Introduction. London: Routledge, 1996.
Waller, Bruce N. Critical Thinking: Consider the Verdict. NJ: Prentice Hall, 2001.
Philosophy:
Earle, William J., Introduction to Philosophy, New York: McGraw-Hill, 1992.
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Perry, John, and Bratman, Michael, eds., Introduction to Philosophy: Classical and Contemporary Readings. Oxford, Oxford

University Press, 1986.
Solomon, Robert, C., The Big Questions: A Short Introduction to Philosophy. Orlando: Harcourt College Publishers, 2002.
Solomon, Robert, C., Introducing Philosophy. Orlando: Harcourt College Publishers, 1997.
15. 3 Electronic Media or Websites:
http://www.ipl.org/div/subject/browse/hum70.00.00/
http://www .philosophypages.com/
16. Evaluation

16. 1 Type of teaching evaluation form: Form &
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16. 2 Improved syllabus and new materials: Changes of teaching media, articles, and supplementary readings for contemporary

relevance.
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