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SUMMARY
Nakayama Shimpei’s “Suzaka Kouta” and His Composition of New Folk Songs
Kei SAITO

Composer Nakayama Shimpei’s (1887-1952) “Suzaka Kouta” (1923) is
considered the first Japanese new folk song that took a specific region as
its theme.

Before composing this song, Nakayama’s works such as “Sendo
Kouta” and “Karesusuki” were criticized as being too decadent. He partly
accepted the criticism, because he thought the Japanese people had indeed
tended to affirm decadence in the past, and because it had been one
aspect of Japan’s tradition.

However, in “Suzaka Kouta” he invented a new idea, because the
song had to be a form of recreation for factory girls in a silk mill in Suza-
ka city. Therefore, it was difficult for him to attain both the popularity and
the wholesomeness that were appropriate for the factory routine.

This paper clarifies Nakayama’s idea of composing by verifying his
theory of musical scales, his essays on poetry, and his notion of a mass
people. Further, the paper demonstrates how new folk songs became
estranged from traditional folk song contexts and took on new, abstract
country images to avoid lapsing into decadence.

F—T—F lEer, BRER, ZUSCNE, JEAESE, #IL
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