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The Second Expedition of Sublieutenant Khvostov

and Second Sublieutenant Davidov to Sakhalin in

1807 and the Response of the Russian Government
as seen in Russian Documents

Olga KLIMOVA

This article introduces five documents from the Russian National Archive of
the Naval Force that has not yet been fully presented in either Russian or in Japa-
nese research. These documents present the second expedition of Khvostov and
Davidov that took place in 1807 and the response of the Russian government. Pri-
marily, the documents consist of a correspondence between Khvostov and Davi-
dov, and reports sent to the russian emperor Alexander I.

Historical document @ introduces the directive that Khvostov issued to Davi-
dov in April 1807. The sublicutenant writes about the purpose of the future expe-
dition and its possible outcome.

Historical document @ presented in this article is a directive that Khvostov pro-
vided to Davidov on March 16th, 1807, whereby the sublieutenant specifies the
proceedings of the future expedition and gives a quick review of the previous one.

Historical document ® is a written report that Davidov sent to Bukharin—the
chief of the port of Okhotsk.

Historical document @ is the report sent to the emperor Alexander I on August
8th, 1807, where the fear of war is clearly seen, not only from Japan, but from
other European countries as well.

Historical document ® is a written report that presents a survey conducted by
cort-martial comissioner of the 1807, August 17th. It also introduces ethnological
information about Japan, which is of exceptional interest. For example, there is a
description of Japanese weapons, armor and even of the character and personality
of the Japanese people.

These historical documents are believed to be of a high value as they supply
very important information that helps to understand the relationship between
Russia and Japan at the beginning of the 19th century.






