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SUMMARY

A Review of the Catalogues, Index Maps,
and Reprints of Japanese Military and Colonial Maps
Made until the End of the Second World War
Shigeru KOBAYASHI

Up to the end of the Second World War, Japan produced many
military and colonial maps in the Asia-Pacific areas. As records of
landscape in the past, these maps have an importance in the historical
study of environment in these areas. Although most of these maps
were destroyed by fire before the surrender and disarmament . of
Japanese military, some part of them are found in universities and
libraries in Japan and the former Allies countries. In this paper, the
author reviewed the catalogues, index maps, and reprints of these
maps.

The catalogues and index maps are classified into two groups
according to the period of production. The first group mainly consists
of secret index maps compiled by the Imperial Japanese Land Survey
up to the end of the Second World War (Table 1). The rapid increase
of these index maps in 1930s seems to reflect the changing military sit-
uation after the Manchurian Incident in 1931. The concentration of pl-
ate making of these maps in 1938 might have close relation with the
capture of many Chinese military maps in Nanking in 1937. In 1940s
the index maps of Southeast Asia and Pacific areas were made. The
index maps of the secret military maps of the areas around mainland
Japan were compiled in 1944 for the defense against the invasion of the
U. S. military (Table2). The other index maps made by the Imperial
. Japanese Land Survey were for civil use. They provide information on
the maps of Taiwan, Korea, Kwantung Province, Sakhalin, the Kuril
Islands, and some parts of Manchuria besides mainland Japan.

The second group of catalogues and index maps are those made
in the post war era for academic use. Japanese researchers utilized
these kinds of maps for the study of developing countries where topo-
graphical map were not available. In case of those of mainland China,
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catalogues and index maps were compiled by historians.

The reprints of Japanese military and colonial maps were
published from the beginning of 1980s. Now they cover the maps of
Taiwan, Korea, Sakhalin, the Kuril Islands and mainland China includ-
ing Manchuria. Some of them accompany - catalogues with limited
bibliographical information.

In order to advance the utilization of these kinds of maps, the ref-
erence of the catalogues and index maps is necessary. For the effec-
tive use of the reprints also, catalogues with sufficient bibliographical
information are required. Those prepared reéently by Tohoku Univer-
sity and Kyoto University will be an important model for the works in
the near future.
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