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Greek Inscriptions in 

the O I iideniz-Gemiler Ada Bay Area 

Since there very few complete inscriptions have so far been discovered 
in the O liideniz-Gemiler Ada bay area, the &agmentary inscriptions 
collected in the course of our expeditions are presented here in the hope 
that, being representative, they may shed more light on the period they 
represent. 

I Gemiler Ada 

1. Church I (a) Roman Marble Slab 

The Roman inscription is found on a huge marble slab among the debris 
in the apse佃1.1). The stone had previously been used, probably as the 
base of a column. 

θEA「ENHIA仁わ・・－

AAベ）E6EO・－－

TOA加fE106・．．

0ムE-AEN3:・・・

Date: Second-third century 

Palaeography：。ム w＜＞之
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Ill. 1. Roman Mable Slab 

2. Church II (a) Dedicatory h首位iption

Of all the inscriptions so far found on Gemiler Adasi, the most important 
is that dedicating Church II, which is p出ntedin the fresco around the 
northern entrance to the naos1(figs.40, 41). 

OCIOC NIKOJ¥AO(C) 

+E了TIX…

TOI OCIOγ 

NIKOAAO(l) 

Date: Sixth century 

Palaeography: E ¥ 
Ligature：珍



The inscription is important because this is the only basilica 

dedicated to Osios Nikolaos.2 Furth叫 ithas the only Byzantine image 

of the saint so far discovered. The inscription also mentions that an 

individual named Eutych-made a donation to the basilica. 

With reference to my earlier comments, I propose the following as 

a reconstruction of the inscription: 

+E合TυXLανOS'€>-cixLσTOS' EπLσKO官OS'佐官o(riσενTOV lノα01ノTOU

'OσLOυNtKO入cioυ．

The words €uo( Tlσεv and Tov 1ノαむνpermitother possibilities.4 Bishop 

Eutychianos is historically acknowledgedぉ havingdonated many silver 

vessels to the monastery of Sion, that was founded by Saint Nikolaos of 

Sion,s and the silver stamps indicate dates between 550 and 565, a time 

frame which is consistent with the architectural details.6 

Also in support of my proposal is the fact that, despite the poor 

state of preservation of the仕esco,the depiction of the individual on the 

right is not out of character with the appe紅 anceof a bishop of the day. 

Moreove島whileit seems unlikely that in Lycia of the sixth century there 

would have been another rich man called Eutychianos, it is quite possible 

that the bishop, yielding to the wishes of Saint Nikolaos of Sion who 

was probably a台iend,donated a church to Osios Nikolaos. 

While it has not yet been determined why this island was selected 

as the site for the basilica, two reliefs found in the village of Kaya1 may 

afford a p紅 tialexplanation. The iconography is the same as that which 

appeared on the cover of codex that is part of the Sion treasure.s Myra 

(Demre), the Sion monastery and the Oliideniz area can, thus, only be 

discussed with reference to Saint Nikolaos of Myra. 

(b) Marble Fragment 

During the survey of the residential area north of Church II in 1993, a 



marble fragment was found that seemed to have originated in a more 

elevated訂 ea,and could well have come from a basilica cornice (ill. 2). 

一HATT... 

Date: Sixth century? 

0 S" 
‘ ....... 品目』．‘~

c。．、

凹.2. Marble Fragment 

3. Church III 

According to a late Medieval Portolan, there was a church of Saint 

Nikolaos "at the summit'’9 of Gemiler Ada. And, since not only is Church 

II on a lower level, but the Byzantines would hardly have confused Saint 

Nikolaos of Myra and Osios Nikolaos, the basilica of Saint Nikolaos 

must be Church ID. One can only hope that excavation may reveal a 

dedicatory inscription on the floor mosaic, since none has been found 

on any other part of the rem出ningsuperstructure. 

(a) Marble Fragment 

A fragment of an inscribed marble panel was found in Church III in 

1990 （白g.87). 

・・・φ－－－

... oy ... 

Date: Sixth century? 

po
 



(b) The Chapel 

A fresco adorns the northern wall of the basilica’s small chapel, which 

is出oughtto be a late Byzan也1eaddition. Its upper section is in a poor 

state of preservation, but would most likely have depicted narrative 

出1ages;the middle section has medallions featuring the busts of martyrs; 

while the lower section depicts standing saints. The remaining 

inscriptions on this wall accompany the fifth saint from the left in the 

middle section （’AγlOS'）φ瓜… andthe fourth saint from the left in the 

lower section”A(yLOS'）臼 （印）ci$'.

(c) Fresco Fragment 

A fresco fragment that had flaked off the wall was found in the eastern 

chapel in 1993 (Ill. 3). Judging from its palaeograph予出efragment seems 

likely to have originated in Church III. With a dark blue background, 

an unidentified red-and-white motif, and a white inscription, it appe紅 S

to be p紅 tof a dedicatory inscription. 

.. :no・・・ 
・・φPO'(

・・・NOY 

．・・0

Date: Sixth cen旬ry?

Ill. 3. Fresco Fragment 
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4. The Corridor 

Since few examples of a vaulted corridor such as that connecting 

Churches III and IV have been found in Byzantine architecture, it is 

likely that the structure had an important function, although it is not 

known what this might have been. 

Evidence of at least three inscriptions has been found in the 

corrido乙butthey have been rendered illegible by a thick layer of lime. 

But most tantalizing of all is the parallel that can be drawn between 

Church ID and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre inJerusalem.10 Thus, 

both the area behind the apse, and the domed structure between the 

chapel and the basilica of Church III have their counterparts in the 

Jerusalem church, the latter紅白beingthe eq山valentof the Chapel of 

the Holy Cross. Were the hypothesis that there was a conscious imitation 

of the Jerusalem basilica to prove correct, it would follow that the corridor 

was connected to worship of the Holy Cross. This would, in turn, expl担n

the many frescoes of αosses decorating the corridor. 

(a) Fresco Inscriptions 

Not far from the Church III entrance to the corridor is a westward-facing 

semidome which is decorated with three nimbed figures surrounded 

by a pattern of miniature plants. A little way down the corridor is a 

second dome and, ten arches further along, is a third that is now 

collapsing. This last domed紅 easeems to be凶lportantin terms of the 

corridor's overall design. Each comer under the dome is decorated with 

frescoed crosses, while the structure, over an intersection of two 

passageways, is surrounded by tombs. 

On the northern and southern walls of the corridor a little to the 

west of this dome are S)喧 rmetricallyplaced frescoed inscriptions. Were 

the insαiptions legible, they would surely help explain the purpose and 

function of the corridor. Unfortunately, however, the inscription on the 

northern wall is almost totally covered by a thick layer of lime, so only 
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that fo山 ldexposed on the southern wall can be presented here. This 

inScription (ill. 4), on a tabula ansata, is accompanied by a cross with a 

tang, that would have been a faithful representation of the metal 

processionalαoss worshiped in the area.n 

。iMA<1τ喧Tl1・＿w_-YP~T _c11_ AN・0τQ・At;..A・－ Jl-.11_ ---fH + 
tTACA-------

一－－ ・・ AYTOY 

調

Ill. 4. Fresco Inscription 

(b) Tomb Inscription 

On the southern wall of the corridor, still further on toward Church IV 

where the corridor crosses over part of an early tomb, is an inscription 

in red that probably has some be紅 ingon that tomb. Although covered 

by a thick layer of lime，出einscription is fairly well preserved and one 

can only hope that a key to deciphering it will soon be found. 

5. City 

The site is a good example of an early Byzantine city. Of particular 

interest are the lunette inscriptions, above the en仕組cewaysof houses, 

some of which follow. 

(a) House of the Lord 

Above the eastern entrance to the house of the Lord, north of Church rv, 

紅 ethe仕agmentaryremains of a red fresco inscription (ill. 5). 
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K（心似o)s

入αとLT… …LOP

Lσ0・．．

Date: Fifth-seventh century? 

Palaeography：λ乏

Abbreviation：ぽモ

－－－－ ・・ 『・・‘・・ー

， ， ， 
ノO..__ 

一、

20 
・ーー...J

C?I'¥ 

、、、、、

とふ
〈う F~~~~刷T

ill. 5. Fresco Inscription 

(b) House of Light and Life 

A cross motif with the inscriptionφOC-Z(〕His incised in the mortar above 

the northern entrance of the House of Light and Life, north of Church 

IV (Ill. 6). The same decoration has been found in the southern apse of 

the monastery church at Karabel, near Myra, identifiable with the 

monastery of Sion.12 

Traces of red decoration remain in the lunette on the southern face 

of the northern en仕組ce(ill.η． 
Crosses have been found incised using compasses in the southern 

lunette of the window located west of the northern entrance, but little 

remains of the white polka dots on the red background (Ill. 8). 
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μ

」一…
Ill. 6. Incised Decoration 

・o ~o 

C"'ft. 

Ill. 7. Fresco Decoration 

c・・‘
Ill. 8. Fresco Decoration 



(c) House of”Good Da予Girl"
An interesting decoration has been found on the lunette above the 
western entrance of the house of "good day, girl", north of Church IV 
(Ill. 9). It comprises an incised cross painted black and an inscription. 
Suspended from the arms of the αoss are the letters A and 0, typical of 
liturgical αosses of the period. 

・・・AH 

XAIPAIφ！AH 

司，，．W
J
 

’A
O
F
J
 

倒
ム
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・以

y

f
a
h
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W
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昨
日
’

F

叫

t

M

 

a

d

 

D
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仏
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．
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o
－
司

S
J
C
 

。

Ill. 9. Incised Inscription 

The meaning of "Xal pαしが入T)”isnot known, and one can only 
guess that the building may have been a shop dealing with items for 
women, or a lodging place for women.百ledesign of the building gives 
no hint of its purpose. 

(d) Cistern 
Port facilities dot the island’s northern shore which, subsequent！予has
many cisterns which were used to supply ships with water. One of the 
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cisterns, located between our survey points P12 and P13, has the 

following incised graffiti (ill. 10): 

1749γεvαptOU 20 

pπ7σtμtακWS' 

αyα甘LTα－

κL 

Date: 20 January, 1749 

I 7斗匂 Y£Yc4fto2℃ 

P7ぞrr-_iI I c)_ k uJ f 
.. J－）ノ E人マて IT t人

’ド l

ill. 10. Incised Graffiti 

Although the meaning of mγis not clear, the graffiti reveals that 

the cistern was no longer in use in the eighteenth century and the island 

was visited only by sightseeing neighboring Greeks. 

6. Tombs 

It appears that none of the island’s numerous tombs bears an epitaph. 

There are comparatively few decorated tombs, one of which is of interest 

(Ill. 11). Located on an eminence southwest of Church IV, it still retains 

its red fresco decoration, though the vault has collapsed. The crosses 

have rounded serifs, a feature found on crosses in other parts of the 

island, as are A and 0. However, so far no other examples of the 

arabesque pattern below the αoss have been found on Gemiler Ada.u 

~· 

ill. 11. Frescoed Tomb 
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Several tombs in the cemetery in the eastern p紅 tof the island are 

decorated with either frescoed or incised Christograms, and it is of 

interest to the paleographer that each example of the P has a tail-like 

appendage at the base of its curved line (ill. 12). 

，.・・・・

ill. 12. Frescoed Tomb 

0 <(0 
..＿＿＿＿.ーー＿＿，

c・n
II Karacaoren Ada 

No inscriptions have yet been found at the KaracaりrenAda basilica, 

despite its good state of pr・eservation. This may be because its building 

was financed by public funds or a donation仕oma rich individual, rather 

than by small, personal donations as was the .case with Syrian basilicas. 

Hopefully出ereason for building the basilica on this p紅 ticularisland 

will be revealed by excavation. 

1. Roads 

While no port facilities remain, due to the island having subsided about 

one meter since Byzantine times, the existence of more than five steps 

carved into the bedrock in several locations along the shore indicates 

that such facilities did, indeed, exist there. At the top of the stairs there 

are, invariably, roads leading to the church in the center of the island. 

(a) Inscription I 

The following inscription is carved into the rock on the right-hand side 

of the road leading from the port on the eastern side of the island to the 

eastern side of the church (fig. 72, 88). 



+L::TE中ανoS'μ--0oυ入α釘o（ησενTす1ν

［一－ElS' d］νchm（υ）σLνTaTlavη（S'）内雪山間pl.as+

一一一一一一一一一一一一一一一一一一一一一一一一一一一一
Date:Fifth-s以thcen畑町

Palaeography: A Aφ 
Liga知re：仲~ fζ15 

The o均ectof the inscription could be EKK入ησ川町州問ν，or080ν， 

but, bearing in mind Inscription III in （φ，b8ov seems most probable. 

(b) Inscription II 

This is located on the wall by出esteps east of the basilica （白gs.73, 89). 

’Eπof.ησενTO 

€pyoνTOUTO N介

入o[s]Zotj入OU

Date: Fifth-sixth century 

Paleography: ［二 Y

While it seems likely that Nilos, son of Zoilos,16 was the donor of 

the road, there is a slight possibility that he was either the architect of 

出ebasilica, or the p担nterof the仕escoes,since even in early Byzan白1e

times, the word ETIOL TJσEv was used to refer to either a patron or an訂 tist.17

(c) Inscription III 

Almost totally defaced, this inscription is carved into the rock by the 

road running between the northern shore and the fa~ade of the basilica 

（白g.90). 
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σhe白rsttwo lines are illegible.) 

是官o（ησεν T~V 080・

νTfls-' Aγiα宮 Eu---

ξtas-・・・π－VTO・・・

TOV TEK1ノ01ノαthou

πα6入OUKαlθεo86p(ou)

Date: Fifth-sixth century 

Palaeography: E A 

Inscription皿statesthat the Karac必renAdabas出cawas dedicated 

to a female saint by the n組問 ofEu-eia (or Eu-cia). The candidates 

訂 emany, and include Eusebia, Euphemia, Eutychia, Eudoxia, Eudokia, 

Eugenia, Euanthia, Euthalia, E凶ampia,Eupr似 ia,Eustolia, Eu仕opiゐand

Euphrasia. Eutychia is interesting in connection with Bishop 

Eu句rchianoswho, it has been tentatively suggested, was the patron of 

Church II on Gemiler Ada. 

2. Tombs (a) Frescoed Tomb 

Northeast of the basilica is a vaulted tomb with fresco decorations. 

Almost all of the insαiption has flaked o丘，withonlyれ!VOportions legible, 

name I予 -0φoaく・， underthe eastern lunette of Christ Emmanuel, and 

A「「E[AOC] on the southern wall above an angel (see Asano’s article in 

血epresent volume). 

(b) Tomb with Crosses 

On the western fa~ade of a tomb a匂acentto that me凶 onedabove is a 

marble keystone. It is inscribed with a Christogram, while remaining 

仕acesindicate that at least two redαosses originally adorned the fa~ade 

(Ill. 13). 
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Ill. 13. Marble Keystone 

し→」，o

III Kaya ''"" 
The mainland village of Kaya, known in ancient times as k紅 mylessosis

and in medieval times as Levisi, played a m司orrole in connection with 

Gemiler Ada. A comp紅白onof the ruins shows that, in the sixth cen同η，

the fortunes of the island p紅 alleledthose of Levisi, on which it most 

likely depended for supplies of food. And, judging from th臼 location,

it would seem likely that the main purpose of the small chimneys 

discovered on Karacaoren Ada was to send smoke signals to Levisi. 

Even in the wake of regional turmoil drew people away from 

Gemiler Ada in the early Byzantine times, Levisi continued to flourish 

as a Greek city, having been abandoned only as recently as 1922 by the 

habitant exchange between Greece and Turkey. 

While there紅 efew traces in Kaya dating back to the days when 

Karmylessos flourished, Byzantine ruins remain here and there.19 

Although we conducted several expeditions to Kaya in 1993, the research 

conducted by Greek scholars still needs to be closely studied. 

Kaya is also important in that it has many Greek dwellings b山ltin

the nineteenth and early twentieth century which, by coincidence, bear 

a striking目semblanceto血esixth-century houses on Gemiler Ada.百us

may be because both sites are built on a steep incline rising up from the 

bedrock, making it only logical for the respective towns' planners to 

have similar ideas reg訂 dingwater storage facilities, drainage methods, 

as well as house and storehouse design. For this reason, the careful 

study of Kaya should help supply many of the pieces missing in the 
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puzzle that is sixth-century Gemiler Ada. 

(a) Lower Basilica 

There are many chapels in the village and two major basilicas20 which 

we have called the upper basilica and lower basilica. 

In the precinct beside the lower basilica, a marble fragment was 

found that appears to have been a templon, and that is decorated with 

relief that bears a striking resemblance to that found in the Karacaoren 

Ada basilica. Following is the modern dedicatory inscription above the 

southern en仕組ceof the basilica. 

LTAYPOL 0φ1 AAE TIALHL THL OJKOYMENHL 

EN「H1840 IOINIOY 5 

+EK BAPAθPON, ANA-

KEN En：θH 0 YIOL 0 8EIOL 

NAOL THL YITEPEYAO「HME-

NHL HMONθEOTOKOI TOY EKA-

AOIMENOI NAO！πEPIBOHTOL 

APXIEPATEIONIOL AITOγTHL 

LIムJALIEPALIMOY .'.llAXEト

P02": A8ANALI01 ITP02":KYNHTOI 

σhe last two lines紅 einvisible from the ground) 

Date: June 5, 1840 

(b) Frescoed Chapel 

Many Byzantine fragments have been incorporated in the outer walls 

of a chapel ne紅 thelower basilica. They include a capital, spandrels 

decorated with cross motifs, and templons. The fresco p出ntingson the 

southwestern part of the ceiling has been cleaned to reveal frescoes. 

Depicted are the Crucifixion and the Anastasis in the upper section of 
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the wall, medallions of m紅 tyrsin the middle section, and a standing 

archangel and saints in the lower section. Some of the inscriptions in 

the lower section訂 egiven below. 

MIXAHA ・ ・ ・PENOC 

0 A「roeNIKHTAC 

0 A「roeEYCTAθHOC 

0 (A）「IOCπANTEAEHMON

Date: Thirteenth-fifteenth century 

Palaeography: ，以J' 

L
O
刃
～
斤
含
／

(c) Lower Chapel 

A short distance from the frescoed chapel is yet another chapel, in which 

have been found several marble items dating back to early Byzantine 

times. Two are of partiαtlar note. One, under a shell-shaped niche, is 

decorated with a cross in relief that has the same iconography as is on 

the book cover of the Sion treasure.21 The other is a stone slab inscribed 

…~MEN···, and decorated with a cross-and-arabesque pattern the same 

as is found at Church Non Gemiler Ada. Although the latter decoration 

was, by comp紅白on,roughly executed, it seems that both examples were 

produced by an atelier or a group of訂 tisans. 

4. Modem Inscriptions 

Of the many modern inscriptions found in the village, a few紅 ecited 

below. 



(a) Inscription of the Fountain House 

0ムHMOLAOIBHLIO! TO EγEP「ETH

「EOPrIOTI.θEOムOPO!

TO YムOPTO!TO ATIO TO! TOγPATIEIO! r~PArOrE IOY 

METOXETEγLANTIKAITHNムE2AMENHNTHNムE

ANE「EIPANTI/

Er「NOMOL!NHLENEKEN 

EN AOIBHLIO TH lH IO!NIO! 1912 

Date: 1 June, 1912 

(b) Dedicatory Inscription of the Chapel of St. George 

On the fa¥ade is the same marble relief as has been found in the lower 

chapel (c). Thus, we suggest, our finds should be interpreted in the 

context of Lycian iconography together with the Sion treasure. 

0 NAILKOL TO! ArIO！「E-

OP「101ANH「EP8HEK BA-

。PONムATIANHKAAAIOTIHL 

L1Z1「01NIKOAAO! 

AOγIZI~O! 

ETIIMEAEIA MOYLAIO! 

EP「ONπANA「01X. T AA.AA KAI TOY 

nor AγTOY NIKOAAOγ 

1886 

Date: 1886 
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The wealth of the Louizides family was such that it was instru-

mental in setting up the Louizideion Scholeion which had been const-

ructed the year before. Two more inscriptions in which the family is 

mentioned are held by Fethiye Museum and whoever ma予mthe future, 

write a history of Levisi would do well to research this family. 

4. The Monastery of Saint Nikolaos 

Northwest of Kaya is a narrow path that heads north before coming to a 

dead end. A thirty-minute walk from that point brings one to the site of 

a monastery which is known locally as Akoula. While it can be seen 

from out at sea, it can o凶ybe reached by land due to its location on a 

steep cliff. 

The central part of the monastery, built on comparatively flat 

gro山1dhalfway up the cliff face, comprises a katholikon and other 

structures. The katholikon is built in the northern part of the site oblong 

in shape. Rooms for the monks紅 ein the western part of the site, their 

west-facing windows providing a good view of the sea, while in the 

eastern part of the site rooms with chapels have been cut into the cliff. 

Although the frescoes in the katholikon訂epost-Byzan由民themarble 

fragments fo~nd at the site suggest its early Byzantine origins. The 

monastery only fell into disuse in the early part of this century. 

Heading south from the monastery, one comes to an overhanging 

cliff with stalactites that drip water into a cistern built町田辺diatelyunder 

it. Next to this cistern白asmall chapel with traces of fresco in the apse. 

Though only very fragmentary, the decoration appe訂 sto have been 

carried out in the late Byzantine period, around the thirteenth centu勾・

Based on血eprogram of the frescoes in the katholikon, it has been 

suggested that the monastery was probably dedicated to Saint Nikolaos 

of Myra. However, the connection between this monastery and the 

islands of Gemiler Ada and KaracaりrenAdaduring the Byzan出 eera is 

not clear, and one can only wonder what the purpose might have been 

。‘u



for setting up what appears to have been a network of structures 

dedicated to Saint Nikolaos. 

(a) Inscriptions in Southern Apse 

The small apse has a fresco p出ntingof Saint Nikolaos, on which can be 

seen the title and the fragmentary remains of an inscription (fig. 91). 

(0 A「IOCNI] KOAAOC 

NIK[OA]AOC 

・・・ENE－π0・・・T

…印ふA卜・－「N

HME・・・・・・BH 

AMAP・・・・・・TON 

Date:Sixteenth-eighteenth century? 

Palaeography: l¥ 9 
(b) Dedicatory Inscription in the Main Apse 

The Virgin, perhaps with Christ, is depicted flanked by archangels in 

the apse. Due to its poor state of preservation, only the right-hand出ird

of the insαiption is legible (fig. 92). 

・・・ITIEP 

・・ ・AKAONTIONN 

・・・ICAMAPTIAC-

・・・TIPIMENON-

・・・NAPKAI「APA-

Date: Sixteenth-eighteenth centu巧r?

P山 eography:JI 
Ligatures: 木，ひJ' トイ入， fC
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Notes 

1. For the fresco s回 thechapter of Church II. 

2. Cf. 0p11crKEVTLKD Kal向。L刊誌γKVK入01Tα（8ELα，col.515. 

3. A basilica in Constantinople was dedicated to Osios Nikolaos and St. Priscus 

during the rule of Justinian. See Procopius, De Aed机I,3舟H.Delehaye, Les 俳句insdu 

culte des martyrs, Bruxelles 19332, p. 240; Janin, 1%9, p. 408. 

4. The word €Trol.11σEv can beETEueEv (e.g., SEG 36(1986), no. ~1). EKTLσEV (e.g., 

IGLS, vol. 2, no. 366），付内似加。（e.g.,S. Pelikanides and P. Atzaka, I;；伽Tαyμart.Jiノ

π副αtOXPLσ／ta//LKcJ｝ν拘似ぬJr(J)νぬぱ品JllT台’EJJ.riSos-,I. Nrpt(J)TLKrf'EMaぁTh回saloniki

1974, p. 128, pl. 101) or oi.KoooμT}crEv (e.g., Feissel, 1983, p. 230 ff., no. 274). The word 

va6s can be EKKAησiα（e.g., SEG 38(1988), no. 1659), EVK吋PLOν（e.g.,IGLS, vol. l, no.お2

a), or ~αO'LALKI) (s田 T.Masuda," A Byzantine Inscription in the Okayama Orient Museum 

and the Syrian Architect Markianos Kyris," Bulletin of the Okayama Orient Museum, 

Okayama, Japan, 12(1993), p.1 ff. 

5. See Handbook of the Byzantine Collection, Dumbarton Oaks 1967, pp. 18・20;

Kitzinge乙1974;Boyd, 1988. 

6. On the Sion treasure, see articles in Boyd-Mango-Vikan, 1992. 

7. Reference is made to some of the capitals and marble fragments by Sodini, 1992. 

8. On the iconography of the book covers, see Kitzinger, 1974. 

9. Delatte, 1947, pp. 252-253; Robert, 1966, p. 21, no. 3. 

10. See J. Wilkinson, Egeria's Travels to the Holy Land, Jerusalem 1981ζpp. 39 ff. 
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