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0.086 ** 0.084 ** 0.086 ** 0.088 **
0.026

0.088 **

B ERER DD 53 —

H 5

0.051 +

0.010 0.000

0.017

0.042

0.088 +

AN E X H
e E X 2l
TEbxaH

St X RS

0.173 +

— R
— R

= a

0.171 +

= a

-0.273 *

0.286 **
0.040

T X BRAS X 2 = 2 — 2
AEE T A UUE R

0.038 0.037 0.037
1338

0.036

0.037

1338

1338

1338

1338

1338

**p<0.01 *p<0.05 +p<0.10
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Media Viewing and Fear of Crime: the Relationship between
National TV News and Fear of Crime to Significant Other

Yusuke SAKAGUCHI

This paper attempts to examine empirically the relationship between media viewing and fear of
crime victimization from points of "audience trait", "media type" and "fear of crime to significant
other". By considering the Western hypothesis, we make the hypothesis that there is media effect
among "people having crime victimization" or "people having young children or men having spouse".
Then, we classify newspaper, TV news, national media, and local media, and measure the media
viewing. What's more, in consideration of the recent Japanese situation, we prospect that media
viewing influences not only fear of crime to oneself but also to significant other.

We verify the above hypothesis by analyzing Internet Survey data in 2007. The findings reveal
three media effects. Firstly, local newspaper viewing increases fear of crime to significant other
among people having direct crime victimization. Secondly, national TV viewing increases fear of
crime to important others among people having indirect crime victimization. Thirdly, there is the
national TV viewing effects on fear of crime to significant other in case of people having young
children or men having spouse. The results indicate the strong relationship between national TV
viewing and fear of crime to significant other. Media viewing has an influence not on fear of

crime to oneself but on fear of crime to significant other.

Key words: media viewing, fear of crime to significant other, Internet Survey, resonance

hypothesis, affinity hypothesis
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