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Abstract :

The Development of Stroke Order Movie Making Support Software

Some language-teaching materials show stroke-order images to the learner of a certain foreign
language to demonstrate the right stroke orders of the characters used in that language. These images
provide a model that helps beginners to learn how to write certain letters.

There are various ways to create the stroke-order images. For example, the Development of Learning
Software and an Advanced Language Learning Management System for Nation-Wide Service
Deployment program at Research Institute for World Languages, Osaka University, is currently

making its own stroke-order images according to the following three methods:

1. Screen capture: The character written on the computer screen (using a pen tablet, for instance) is
recorded with screen-capture software.

2. Animation: The creation of animated video images that show, stroke by stroke, how to write
characters.

3. Video shooting: The making of video images of characters being handwritten on a blackboard.

In this paper, we illustrate the characteristics of the three methods of stroke-order image creation
listed above, and consider how we can create useful stroke-order images. Then we move on to
describe the process of our software development aimed at the creation of more efficient stroke-order

images, the problems we had to face in the process, and the work to be done in the future.
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