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What is the prosocial behavior for children?

—Through analyses free answer of children—

YAMAMURA Asayo, NAKAYA Motoyuki

At school and at home, children receive moral education. Children are taught to be kind
towards other people. The Japanese regard morality and prosociality important in social
situation. Adult people (teachers, nurses and office workers) believe that prosocial behavior is
“consideration (Ninomiya, 1993a, b).” However, we do not know what children regard as
prosocial behavior. The present study examined what Japanese children consider as prosocial
behavior. Fourth and sixth grade students (N = 186) were asked “What behavior is considered
prosocial?” by filling out an open response questionnaire. Findings suggest that, prosocial
behavior can be divided into five categories: active helping, mental helping, cooperative
behavior, urgent behavior and covert behavior. Children categorized the most frequent
behaviors of adults under “active helping.” In addition, children exhibit “cooperative behavior”
such as “He/she invites those who are alone to a game.” Since students study together in class,
clubs and peer groups, cooperation is very important for them. Japanese elementary school
students consider prosocial behavior to be almost overt behavior, for example, comforting
friends, teaching math to a classmate, and lending an object left behind by the original owner.
Sixth grade students consider prosocial behavior to be composed of direct and overt behavior
but as well as daily and covert behaviors.





