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A Study of Ethnic Identity Formation:

Diversity Among Japanese Koreans

Taeyoung KIM

This paper is based on survey data and participant-observation of Japanese Koreans in the
Kansai Region, and compares the conditions in which the ethnic identity of Japanese Koreans
differs according to correlations that were found between area of residence and self and group
concepts regarding assimilation. The ethnic identity of Japanese Koreans, according to 1
Kuanil, ”is based on the view that they have distinct uniqueness.” Thisviewpoint clearly "takes
as its standard an objectivist view of group characteristics held in common by its members.” :
"common ancestry” , "unified cultur”,etc, This view is prevalent because there are a great
number of Japanese Koreans living in some concentrated areas, and thereforethecommon view
of ethnicity up till now could be called "concentrated population area ethnicity type.” However,
this way of thinking has been established by the view that ethnicity is "original and given.”
Therefore, for Japanese Koreans, their "existential origin is ambiguous” and this has resulted
in their negative perception of this marginal status . Yet, itisdifficultforthem to find a positive
reason for their existence as "residents.” The conditions of the people in the concentrated popula-
tion areas contrast with the conditions of Japanese Koreans who live in dispersed places away
from such areas. In many cases, the latter people live rather invisibly within Japanese society
by "passing” themselves off as Japanese. This can be taken as a result of their apparent
assimilation into Japanese society. This "assimilation” has been viewed negatively valuation
by those who have not been assimilated. However, when one directly interacts with "assim-
ilated” Japanese Koreans, one finds that their situation is not so clear-cut as the prevailing
assumption may lead one to believe. The ethnic id’entity that Japanese Koreans are daily made
aware of within Japanese society carries with it various unsettled conflicts for them , and these
internal conflicts are multidimensional. Whereas mostly negative evaluation have been made
so far, this multidimensionality has the potential to effect the development of a new ethnicity or

a new identity for Japanese Koreans.



